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Miners help a rescued friend hours after an explosion and fire at a coal mine killed at least 150 miners and left hundreds of workers trapped underground, in Soma, in 
western Turkey, late Tuesday, May 13, 2014, a Turkish official said. Twenty people were rescued from the mine but one later died in the hospital. Soma administrator 
Mehmet Bahattin Atci told reporters. The town is 155 miles south of Istanbul. The death toll was expected to rise. 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An 

explosion and a fire Tues¬ 
day killed at least 151 work¬ 
ers at a coal mine in west¬ 
ern Turkey and hundreds 
more remained trapped 
underground, govern¬ 
ment officials said as Turkey 
launched a massive rescue 
operation. 


Energy Minister Taner Yildiz 
said 787 people were in¬ 
side the coal mine in Soma 
at the time of the accident 
and 363 of them had been 
rescued so far. He said 76 
miners were injured, includ¬ 
ing one who was in serious 
condition. The mine is lo¬ 
cated some 250 kilometers 


(155.35 miles) from Istanbul. 
Authorities say the disaster 
followed an explosion and 
fire caused by a power dis¬ 
tribution unit. 

Yildiz said most of the 
deaths were the result of 
carbon monoxide poison¬ 
ing. 

“Time is working against us,” 


Yildiz said earlier. He said 
some 400 rescuers were in¬ 
volved in the operation. 
Yildiz said some of the 
workers were 420 meters 
(460 yards) deep inside the 
mine. 

Television footage showed 
people cheering and ap¬ 
plauding as some trapped 


(AP Photo) 

workers emerged out of the 
mine, helped by rescuers, 
their faces and hard-hats 
covered in soot. One wiped 
away tears on his jacket, 
another smiled, waved 
and flashed a “thumbs up” 
sign at onlookers. 

Continued on Page 10 



































WEDNESDAY 14 MAY 2014 


,«IUP FRONT 


Amid continued chaos: 


Germany pushes peace in Ukraine 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — An 

insurgent ambush killed six 
soldiers Tuesday in east¬ 
ern Ukraine as Germany 
moved to jumpstart a pos¬ 
sible plan toward peace 
that includes launching a 
dialogue on decentralizing 
the government in Kiev. 
Ukraine’s leadership ap¬ 
peared cool to the plan 
and U.S. officials view 
its prospects for success 


for its plan but said Ukraine 
has drawn up its own “road 
map” for ending the crisis 
and noted the people of 
his country should settle 
the issue themselves. 

A settlement has been elu¬ 
sive, as insurgents in east¬ 
ern Ukraine seize police 
stations and government 
buildings. Two regions in 
the east have declared 
themselves independent 
after a weekend referen¬ 
dum, and one of them, 
Donetsk, has appealed for 


following months of large 
protests. Moscow calls it a 
nationalist junta encour¬ 
aged by Washington. 
Western countries have 
slapped an array of sanc¬ 
tions on Russia both for its 
alleged role in the east 
and for its annexation of 
Crimea, the Black Sea 
peninsula that voted to 
split from Ukraine in March. 
With the tensions high be¬ 
tween Washington and 
Moscow, Steinmeier may 
be a more effective inter¬ 



German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, third from left, and Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, right, attend a meeting in Kiev, Ukraine, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. Steinmeier 
flew to Ukraine Tuesday to help start talks between the Ukrainian government and its foes 
following the declaration of independence by two eastern region. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Kravchenko) 


skeptically. But some ana¬ 
lysts say Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is more like¬ 
ly to accept a deal that 
doesn’t come from Wash¬ 
ington 

German Foreign Minister 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
is in Ukraine to try to bro¬ 
ker a quick launch of talks 
between the central gov¬ 
ernment and pro-Russia 
separatists. That would be 
a first step in implement¬ 
ing a “road map” drawn 
up by the Organization of 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe aimed at settling 
the crisis. 

The OSCE is a trans-Atlantic 
security and rights group 
that includes Russia and 
the U.S., whose sparring 
over each other’s role in 
Ukraine sometimes over¬ 
shadows events on the 
ground. 

Speaking in Brussels, acting 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yat¬ 
senyuk thanked the OSCE 


annexation by Russia. 
Ukrainian forces have 
mounted an offensive to 
try to put down the armed 
insurgents. On Tuesday, 
the Defense Ministry said 
six soldiers were killed by 
insurgents who ambushed 
a convoy. The separatist 
leader in Luhansk, one of 
the regions that declared 
independence, was shot 
and wounded, insurgents 
said. 

The U.S. and Western Eu¬ 
ropean countries accuse 
Russia of fomenting the un¬ 
rest, with the goal of desta¬ 
bilizing the country or seek¬ 
ing a pretext to invade 
and seize eastern regions, 
which are largely Russian- 
speaking and the heart¬ 
land of Ukrainian industry. 
Russia in turn denounces 
Ukraine’s caretaker gov¬ 
ernment, which took pow¬ 
er after pro-Russia presi¬ 
dent Viktor Yanukovych 
was ousted in February 


locutor. A senior official in 
the U.S. administration told 
The Associated Press that 
the U.S. had been coordi¬ 
nating with Germany and 
encouraging its leadership 
for a diplomatic path in 
Ukraine. The official spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because of not being 
authorized to discuss the 
Ukraine crisis in public. 

Putin “is far more likely to 
bow to pressure if it’s go¬ 
ing to come from (German 
Chancellor) Angela Merkel 
than Barack Obama,” said 
Michael Geary of the Insti¬ 
tute for European Global 
Studies at Switzerland’s 
University of Basel. 

The OSCE plan, by encour¬ 
aging discussion of decen¬ 
tralizing the government, 
suggests that the West sees 
Russia as having the upper 
hand. Moscow has pushed 
for the “federalization” of 
Ukraine — giving the re¬ 
gions more powers.Q 



A look at the proposed 
Peace Plan for Ukraine 

The Associated Press 

A potential peace deal for Ukraine has emerged after 
months of political chaos, deadly violence, economic 
volatility and the worst crisis between Russia and the 
West in a generation. Flere’s a look at the plan, crafted 
by the Organization for Security and Cooperation and 
Europe, a security and rights monitoring group made 
up of European countries including Russia. 

WHAT’S IN IT? 

The plan calls for all sides to refrain from violence, in¬ 
timidation and provocations, with OSCE teams help¬ 
ing to investigate and prosecute violations. Protesters 
occupying buildings would leave and surrender their 
weapons, and receive amnesty in return. No more ref- 
erendums would be allowed, after a hastily arranged 
vote in Crimea led to the region joining Russia, and after 
insurgents in two other eastern provinces organized bal¬ 
lots last weekend. Central to the plan is a series of round¬ 
table talks and town hall meetings involving Ukrainian 
authorities and those who “feel alienated from govern¬ 
ment” — such as the insurgents in eastern Ukraine. The 
talks would aim to decentralize Ukraine's government 
and maintain the status of the Russian language, which 
is commonly spoken in Ukraine, especially in the areas 
where opposition to the Kiev government runs highest. 
Nationwide presidential elections on May 25 would go 
ahead as planned, possibly with added questions re¬ 
lated to the issues under discussion. 

WHO SUPPORTS IT? 

The plan was worked out by Switzerland, which holds 
the rotating leadership of the OSCE. It was presented 
last week to Russia, Ukraine, the United States and Euro¬ 
pean Union. Russia has welcomed the initiative, which 
reflects some key demands of the insurgents. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin talked with Swiss President Didi- 
er Burkhalter about it last week and again Monday. The 
EU threw its weight behind the effort on Monday, and 
Germany’s foreign minister talked it up in Ukraine on 
Tuesday. France and Germany had already pushed for 
a national dialogue between the interim government 
in Kiev and representatives of all Ukrainian regions. The 
United States is more skeptical of the plan’s chances for 
success in part because it feels Russia didn’t carry out 
its obligations under earlier agreements. That said, the 
U.S. appears to see little harm in testing Putin's willing¬ 
ness to accept this road map. The position of Ukraine’s 
government is unclear. Acting Prime Minister Arseny 
Yatsenyuk approved round table talks moderated by 
a veteran German diplomat, but insisted Tuesday that 
Ukraine — not the OSCE — should negotiate the future 
of the country with its own citizens. The foreign ministry 
lamented that the plan doesn’t include any specific 
obligations for Russia. 

NEXT STEPS 

The OSCE is setting up a fund to finance a disarmament 
program that would get armed groups to give up their 
weapons and release hostages and buildings. It is also 
prepared to bolster its 200-member mission in Ukraine. 
Germany’s foreign minister is in Ukraine trying to get the 
Ukrainian government and its foes to negotiate. But ma¬ 
jor hurdles remain: Ukraine’s fumbling authorities would 
need to draft and pass an amnesty law, keep violence 
in check and organize talks with their opponents, which 
so far they have refused to do. And it's unclear who 
speaks for the insurgents, who lack a single leader or 
agreed goals. When Putin asked them not to hold last 
weekend’s referendums they did so anyway.Q 
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Obama presents top medal to Afghanistan veteran 


WASHINGTON (AP) — It 

could have been over 
for Kyle J. White just 30 
seconds into the firefight 
with the Taliban, when a 
rocket-propelled grenade 
knocked him unconscious. 
But he came to and by the 
time the four-hour firefight 
in Afghanistan was over. 
White, reeling from concus¬ 
sions and shrapnel in his 
face, 

had saved one comrade's 
life and helped secure 
the evacuation of other 
wounded Americans. 

On Tuesday, 

White became only the 
seventh living recipient of 
the Medal of Honor for ac¬ 
tions in Iraq or Afghanistan, 
the latest reminder of the 
post-Sept. 11 conflicts and 
U.S. sacrifices President 
Barack Obama has sought 
to bring to an end 
“We pay tribute to a soldier 
who embodies the cour¬ 
age of his generation," 
Obama said. 

With the medal. White, 
who was diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress syn¬ 
drome after the ambush, 
also draws attention to the 
recent scrutiny confronting 
the Veteran’s Affairs health 
care system and allega¬ 
tions of lapses in care and 


delays in mental health 
treatment. 

Though Obama did not 
mention the VA contro¬ 
versies specifically, he told 
White: “You did your duty, 
and now it's time for Amer¬ 
ica to do ours: 
after more than a decade 
of war, to welcome you 
home with the support and 
the benefits and opportuni¬ 
ties that you’ve earned.” 
An Army account of the 
attack says White, then a 
20-year-old Army special¬ 
ist, and his team of 14 U.S. 
troops, along with Afghan 
National Army soldiers, 
were ambushed Nov. 9, 
2007, after attempting to 
hold a meeting with village 
elders in the village of Ara¬ 
nas in Nuristan province. 
During the exchange of 
fire. White was knocked un¬ 
conscious. 

When he came to, he real¬ 
ized that most of his fellow 
Americans and all of the Af¬ 
ghans traveling with them 
had slid 150 feet down a 
rocky cliff for cover. 

Left at the top with White 
were platoon leader 1st Lt. 
Matthew C. Ferrara, Spc. 
Kain Schilling, Marine Sgt. 
Phillip A. Bocks, who was 
imbedded with the group, 
and its interpreter. White 


US man who plotted to kill 
Obama sentenced to death 


SIOUX FALLS, South Dakota 
(AP) — A judge on Tuesday 
formally sentenced a man 
to death for killing a wom¬ 
an as part of what he said 
was a plot to assassinate 
President Barack Obama. 
The hearing Tuesday for¬ 
malized the unanimous 
vote of a jury to sentence 
44-year-old James McVay 
to death. McVay would 
have been sentenced to 
life in prison without parole 
if the jury’s decision had 
not been unanimous. 
McVay pleaded guilty, but 
mentally ill, to murder in the 
2011 stabbing of 75-year- 
old Maybelle Schein. Mc¬ 
Vay said he killed Schein 
and stole her car as part of 
his plan to drive to Wash¬ 
ington and kill the presi¬ 
dent. He was later arrested 
in Madison, Wisconsin. 


Schein’s family declined 
to speak during the hear¬ 
ing. Prosecutors, McVay 
and his defense team also 
did not comment. “I don’t 
have a lot to say here," 
said Circuit Judge Peter Li- 
eberman. This is a situation 
where a jury’s verdict has a 
lot more weight than what I 
could say."Public defender 
Traci Smith filed a motion 
hours before the hearing 
asking Lieberman to va¬ 
cate the sentence based 
on remarks made by the 
prosecution during closing 
arguments last month. 
Smith argued that closing 
arguments about protect¬ 
ing the community “in¬ 
flamed the passions” of the 
jury creating a bias against 
McVay, the Argus Leader 
newspaper reported. □ 
Lieberman rejected the 


set about trying to assess ing through gunfire only Though he tried to stop 

the condition of his fellow to find Ferrara dead and Bocks’ bleeding, the Ma- 

soldiers, running and crawl- Bocks badly wounded, rine later diedO 



President Barack Obama awards the Medal of Honor to former Army Sgt. Kyle J. White during a 
ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. White is a 
former Army sergeant who saved a fellow soldier’s life and helped secure the evacuation of other 
wounded Americans while under persistent fire during a 2007 ambush in Afghanistan. White is the 
seventh living recipient to be awarded the Medal of Honor for actions in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

(AP Photo) 
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Wildfire forces 20,000 evacuations near San Diego 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — A wild¬ 
fire roaring through South¬ 
ern California forced evac¬ 
uation orders for more than 
20,000 homes on Tuesday, 
but so far only one mobile 
home burned as a high- 
pressure system brought 
unseasonable heat and 
gusty winds to the parched 
state. 

San Diego’s Emergency 
Operations Center says 
most of the homes are in 
the city and northern San 
Diego County. 

The 700-acre (280-hect- 
are) blaze erupted Tues¬ 
day morning, fueled by 
canyons full of brush and 
pushed by hot, dry winds. 
At least two high schools 
and one elementary 
school also were evacuat¬ 
ed, police Detective Gary 
Hassen said. 


Another fire destroyed a 
mobile home and prompt¬ 
ed the evacuation of five 
homes in the rural town of 
Campo in southern San Di¬ 
ego County before it was 
largely surrounded, state 
fire Capt. Kendal Bortisser 
said. 

North of Los Angeles, a 
wildfire erupted Tuesday 
afternoon in Santa Barbara 
County was quickly wind- 
whipped to 150 acres (60 
hectares) and it threat¬ 
ened 150 to 200 homes in 
the town of Lompoc, au¬ 
thorities said. Evacuations 
were ordered. 

There were downed power 
lines and heavy brush in the 
area, said David Sadecki of 
the Santa Barbara County 
Fire Department. 

A half-dozen other blazes 
statewide all remained 



Firefighters watch from a ridge as a helicopter drops retardant on an out-of- control wild fire 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014, in San Diego. 

(AP Photo) 
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small, said Daniel Berlant, a 
spokesman for the Califor¬ 
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. 

Record high temperatures 
were likely through mid¬ 
week from Southern Cali¬ 
fornia north to the regions 


around Monterey and San 
Francisco bays, the Nation¬ 
al Weather Service said. 
Downtown Los Angeles 
was 92 degrees Fahrenheit 
(33.5 degrees Celsius) at 
noon, 18 degrees F (10 de¬ 
grees C) above normalO 


Radar center problems 
snarl Chicago air traffic 


CHICAGO (AP) — About 
700 flights were canceled 
Tuesday at Chicago's two 
airports after an electrical 
problem sent smoke into 
the control room of a re¬ 
gional radar facilify, forc¬ 
ing officials fo femporarily 
halt all air traffic at one of 
the nation’s busiest avia¬ 
tion crossroads. The Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administra¬ 
tion said all personnel were 
evacuated from the radar 
facility in suburban Elgin 
around 11:30 a.m. They 
were allowed to return 
about three hours later. 

The Chicago Department 


of Aviation said a limited 
number of landings and 
departures had resumed 
by late afternoon. 

Elgin Fire Capt. Anthony 
Bialek said a bathroom 
exhaust fan in a ceiling 
overheated and melted 
insulation on some wires, 
and smoke was pushed 
through the facility’s venti¬ 
lation system and into the 
control room. Bialek said it 
took about an hour to find 
the source of the smoke 
at Chicago Terminal Ra¬ 
dar Approach Control, or 
TRACON. There were no 
injuries. □ 
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Execution halted over mental impairment claim 



This photo shows Robert Campbell. A federal appeals court 
halted Campbell's scheduled execution, Tuesday, May 
13, 2014, so his attorneys can pursue appeals arguing he’s 
mentally impaired and ineligible for the death penalty. 

(AP Photo/Texas DCJ) 

Campbell was set to die for 
killing a Houston bank teller 
in 1991. 

“Campbell and his attor¬ 
neys have not had a fair 
opportunity to develop 
Campbell’s claims of ineli¬ 
gibility for the death pen¬ 
alty," a three-judge panel 
of the New Orleans-based 
court said. “In light of the 
evidence we have been 
shown, we believe that 
Campbell must be given 
such an opportunity.” 

That appeal contended 
Campbell wasn't mentally 
competent for execution 
because he has a 69 IQ. 
Courts generally set a 70 IQ 
as the minimum threshold. 
In 2002, the Supreme Court 
ruled mentally impaired 
people cannot be execut¬ 
ed. 

Campbell’s attorney, Rob 
Owen, argued Texas De¬ 
partment of Criminal Jus¬ 
tice officials failed to turn 
over three intelligence tests 
from Campbell’s earlier im¬ 
prisonment that bolstered 
his claims of mental im¬ 
pairment. The records had 
been requested 10 years 
ago by a previous attorney 
who was told they didn’t 
exist and only recently sur¬ 


MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — 

A federal appeals court 
halted a convicted killer’s 
scheduled execution Tues¬ 
day so his attorneys can 
pursue appeals arguing 
he's mentally impaired and 
ineligible for the death pen¬ 
alty. Robert James Camp¬ 
bell, 41, would have been 
the first U.S. inmate execut¬ 
ed since a botched execu¬ 
tion in Oklahoma two weeks 
ago. He had two separate 
appeals, one claiming men¬ 
tal impairment and another 
that challenged the state’s 
plan to use a drug for which 
it will not reveal the source, 
as was the case with drugs 
used in Oklahoma. 

“I am happy. The Lord pre¬ 
vailed," Campbell said 
from a cell just outside the 
death chamber in Huntsville 
before being returned to 
death row at a prison about 
45 miles (72 kilometers) to 
the east. 

The drug secrecy issue was 
pending before the U.S. 
Supreme Court when the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals halted his punish¬ 
ment about 2 'A hours prior 
to his scheduled execution. 


faced, he said. 

State attorneys contend¬ 
ed defense lawyers never 
asked for the records until 
March. The next Texas ex¬ 
ecution is scheduled for 
August. Missouri has an 
execution scheduled for 
May 21 that now would be¬ 
come the first one since the 
botched injection in Okla¬ 
homa. Campbell's lawyers 
also made an issue of the 
drug to be used in the ex¬ 
ecution and the source 
not being identified. Like 
Oklahoma, Texas won’t say 
where it gets its execution 
drugs, saying it needs to pro¬ 
tect the producer’s identity 
to prevent threats by death 
penalty opponents. 

Unlike Oklahoma, which 
used a three-drug combina¬ 
tion in the April 29 botched 
execution of Clayton Lock¬ 
ett, Texas uses a single dose 


of the sedative pentobarbi¬ 
tal to kill inmates. 

During Lockett's lethal in¬ 
jection, the inmate's vein 
collapsed, prompting Okla¬ 
homa prison officials to halt 
the procedure. Lockett lat¬ 
er died of a heart attack. 
Oklahoma has put execu¬ 
tions on hold while an in¬ 
vestigation is ongoing, but 
authorities there have sug¬ 
gested the trouble started 
with Lockett’s vein rather 
than the drugs. 

Campbell's attorneys were 
among several arguing the 
incident demands greater 
execution drug transpar¬ 
ency. 

Lockett writhed and gri¬ 
maced after the lethal in¬ 
jection was administered, 
and corrections officials did 
not realize not all the drug 
had entered his body for 21 
minutes.Q 
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Tea party looks for Republican primary win in US 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

conservative tea party 
movement challenged 
the Republican establish¬ 
ment on Tuesday in Senate 
primaries that will decide 
the party’s nominees from 
Nebraska and West Virgin¬ 
ia and could influence its 
chances of gaining control 
of the upper chamber of 
Congress. Voters in the two 
states were deciding their 
lineups in the latest round 
of spring primaries ahead 
of the November midterm 
elections. In Nebraska, 
a three-way Senate pri¬ 
mary showdown featured 
a candidate favored by 
conservatives aligned with 
the limited government, 
anti-tax tea party. And 
West Virginia was poised 
to nominate two women, 
which would ensure that 
a Senate seat always held 
by men will be held by a 
woman. In November’s 
elections, Republicans aim 
to increase their majority in 
the House of Representa¬ 
tives and gain the Senate, 
where Democrats now 
control 55 of 100 seats. That 


would give Republicans full 
control of Congress for the 
first time since they were 
swept out in 2006, during 
President George W. Bush’s 
final term. 

President Barack Obama 


hopes to avoid a similar 
fate in his final two years in 
the White House, and has 
already seen much of his 
legislative agenda stymied 
since Democrats lost con¬ 
trol of the House in 2010. 


Republicans had also 
hoped to capture the Sen¬ 
ate in 2010 and 2012, but 
saw their chances fade as 
conservative candidates 
ousted establishment fa¬ 
vorites in primaries and 


li 


aik S 



This photo shows Sen. Mike Johanns, R-Neb. speaking with reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
The tea party challenges the Republican establishment in a Nebraska Senate primary showdown 
that’s suddenly more compelling with a surging third candidate. Outside conservative groups 
have pumped hundreds of thousands of dollars into Nebraska. Ben Sasse is locked in an increas¬ 
ingly negative three-way race with former state treasurer Shane Osborn and Johanns. 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon) 


Senate will take up tax breaks for business 


JONATHAN WEISMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Senate 
on Tuesday shrugged off 
the deficit concerns that 
were once an animating 
force on Capitol Hill, voting 
96-3 to take up a package 
of business fax breaks with¬ 
out offering any way to pay 
for them.The procedural 
vote presaged final pas¬ 
sage as early as this week 
and followed the House's 
overwhelming approval 
last week of legislation that 
would make permanent 
the research-and-devel- 
opment tax credit for busi¬ 
nesses and raise the deficit 
by $156 billion over the next 


10 years. On that vote, 62 
House Democrats joined 
virtually every Republican 
in ignoring President Barack 
Obama’s veto threat be¬ 
cause of the deficit impli¬ 
cations. 

“It’s pretty remarkable,” 
said Maya MacGuineas, 
president of the Committee 
for a Responsible Federal 
Budget, a deficit watchdog 
group. “It’s a shift from, ‘This 
is a huge problem' - and if 
anyone looks af the long¬ 
term problems, it clearly 
still is - to ‘We've made so 
much progress on the bud¬ 
get deficit' to doing things 
that actually hurt the debt. 
It’s as though members of 


Congress tried out fiscal 
discipline, didn't like how it 
felt and are falling back to 
bad habits.” As the deficit 
continues to fall, it loosens 
the policy reins in Washing¬ 
ton for the first time since 
Obama rammed through 
his stimulus law in the open¬ 
ing weeks of his presidency. 
Last week, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice reported that tax re¬ 
ceipts were up 8 percent 
over the first seven months 
of fhe fiscal year, which be¬ 
gan in October. Spending 
was down around 3 per¬ 
cent, and at $301 billion, 
the federal budget deficit 
is $187 billion lower than at 


this time last year. 

“We will not pull the plug 
before our nation's recov¬ 
ery is complete,” said Sen. 
Harry Reid, D-Nev„ the ma¬ 
jority leader. “Let's work 
together to give America’s 
families a fair shot.” 

The Senate’s Expiring Provi¬ 
sions Improvement Reform 
and Efficiency Act, or EX¬ 
PIRE, renews more than 50 
tax credits through 2015, 
including the research and 
development tax credit, 
tax credits for investments 
in depressed areas, tax 
breaks for energy-efficient 
home improvements and 
tax breaks for higher edu¬ 
cation expenses.□ 


then lost to vulnerable 
Democrats in the general 
elections. 

The tea party, which was 
blamed by establishment 
Republicans for the par¬ 
ty’s recent failures to take 
the Senate, has struggled 
this year as candidates 
have lost in several states, 
and Nebraska stands as 
the insurgent movement's 
best remaining shot. Look¬ 
ing ahead to upcoming 
primaries, the tea party’s 
chances to upset incum¬ 
bents have been diminish¬ 
ing in states like Kentucky, 
where Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
faces re-elecfion. 

In Nebraska, the tea par¬ 
ty, outside conservative 
groups and two of the 
right's heroes — ex-Re- 
publican vice presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin and 
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas — 
have rallied behind Ben 
Sasse, the president of Mid¬ 
land University. For months, 
Sasse has been locked in 
an increasingly negative 
race with former state trea¬ 
surer Shane Osborn, who 
has the backing of the 
Washington establishment 
and allies of McConnell. 

A third candidate has 
surged in recent weeks: 
Sid Dinsdale, the president 
of Pinnacle Bank, whose 
emergence could pro¬ 
duce a surprise oufcome. 
Sasse has fhe backing of 
some fea party and pro¬ 
business groups in his bid to 
replace Republican Sen. 
Mike Johanns, who is retir¬ 
ing after a single six-year 
term. Sasse has focused on 
his conservative creden¬ 
tials, opposition to abor¬ 
tion, support for gun rights 
and goal of repealing and 
replacing Obama’s health 
care law, which is despised 
by conservative activists 
who influence the primary 
process. □ 
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US Financial Front: 

America’s retail sales rise a scant 0.1 percent in April 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

retail sales growth slowed 
in April, with consumers 
shopping less online and 
cutting back on purchases 
of furniture and electron¬ 
ics. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Tuesday that 
seasonally adjusted retail 
sales rose just 0.1 percent 
last month, after surging 
1.5 percent in March fol¬ 
lowing a harsh winter that 
had curtailed shopping. 
Several economists said 
the April figures might have 
been depressed because 
of seasonal adjustments 
connected to a later than 
usual Easter. Still, the mod¬ 
est sales suggest that con¬ 
sumers may remain cau¬ 
tious during the still-slow 
economic recovery. High¬ 
er sales would help drive 
faster growth because 
consumers account for 
about 70 percent of the 
economy. 

Auto sales increased 0.6 
percent in April, and pur¬ 
chases at clothing stores 
were up 1.2 percent. But 
most of those gains were 
offset by declines in spend¬ 
ing at restaurants, online 
retailers and furniture and 
electronics stores. Exclud¬ 
ing autos and gasoline, 
retail sales fell 0.1 percent 
last month. 

Wages have not budged 
much during the recovery, 
and growth has struggled 
to eclipse 3 percent, the 
average annual gain after 
World War II. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment previously reported 
that the economy grew 
just 0.1 percent in the Jan- 
uary-March quarter. That 
figure could slip into nega¬ 
tive territory as the govern¬ 
ment revises it, according 
to several economists. 


But the brutal winter de¬ 
pressed the economy dur¬ 
ing the first quarter, and 
economic indicators since 
then have pointed to stron¬ 
ger growth in the current 
April-June quarter. Many 
economists are looking 
for a rebound to an an¬ 
nual growth rate of around 
3 percent in the current 
quarter and similarly solid 
readings for the rest of the 
year. 

Hiring has been strong for 
the past three months. Em¬ 
ployers added 288,000 jobs 
in April, after gains of more 
than 200,000 in the previ¬ 
ous two months. Average 
wages were flat in April, 
although each new job 
is providing another pay- 
check to be spent. 

“At the end of the day, it 
is all about one's job, and 
job security,” Jennifer Lee, 
a senior economist at BMO 
Capital Markets, said in a 
research note. “A job is a 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. small 
business owners are keep¬ 
ing a cautious approach 
to running their companies 
even as they grow more 
optimistic. 

Two surveys released Tues¬ 
day, one by Wells Fargo & 
Co. and the other by Bank 
of America Corp., found 
many owners still have con¬ 
servative hiring plans and 
little appetite for loans. 
Stronger revenue and cash 
flow are behind the in¬ 
creasing optimism. In the 
Bank of America spring sur¬ 
vey, 68 percent of owners 
said they expect revenue 
to increase in the next 12 
months. They feel confident 
about their local econo¬ 
mies but have their eye on 
national and international 


job and that will help de¬ 
termine the ability for one 
to consume. And the U.S. 
labor market is improving 
steadily, which will support 
consumer spending.” 

The unusually late Easter 
might have caused some 


issues that could affect 
their businesses. 

About three-quarters cited 
health care costs and the 
federal government's ef¬ 
fectiveness, or lack there¬ 
of, as potential problems. 
Seventy percent are con¬ 
cerned about higher com¬ 
modities prices. 

Wells Fargo's second-quar¬ 
ter Small Business Index rose 
to 47 from the first quarter’s 
45, its highest level since 
the second quarter of 2008, 
before the financial melt¬ 
down. That was still far be¬ 
low the high of 114 hit in 
December 2006, but much 
better than the minus 28 
posted in the third quarter 
of 2010. 

The Wells Fargo survey 
found owners are gradu- 


sales in April to be shifted 
into March because of 
seasonal adjustments. That 
would indicate that con¬ 
sumer demand is stronger 
than suggested by April's 
retail sales report. 

“History shows clearly that 


ally getting more optimis¬ 
tic about the prospects for 
their companies’ financial 
situation a year from now. 
Sixty-seven percent fore¬ 
cast their businesses would 
be in good shape, up from 
66 percent in the first quar¬ 
ter. Fifty-nine percent ex¬ 
pect their cash flow to be 
good over the next year, 
up from 57 percent. 

The Wells Fargo survey and 
Bank of America’s are in 
line with other recent re¬ 
ports that show owners’ 
confidence slowly improv¬ 
ing. 

Both surveys found owners 
willing to hire. In the Wells 
Fargo survey, 21 percent 
plan to hire in the next 12 
months, little changed 
from 22 percent in the first 


the seasonal adjustments 
can't cope with very late 
Easters, which tend to 
boost reported March sales 
at the expense of April," 
said Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics. □ 


quarter. A larger number of 
owners in the Bank of Amer¬ 
ica survey, 52 percent, said 
they were willing to hire, 
a jump of 21 percentage 
points from a year earlier. 
Despite that gain, Robb Hil- 
son, head of small business 
banking at Bank of Ameri¬ 
ca, still notes owners' cau¬ 
tion. “They’re probably not 
going to hire in explosive 
numbers like they did 10 
years ago,” he said. 

Loans are easier for small 
businesses to get, adding 
to owners' confidence, al¬ 
though many don’t want 
to borrow. Only 14 percent 
of owners surveyed by Bank 
of America said they plan 
to apply for loans this year, 
down from 19 percent a 
year ago. □ 



Anneka Johnson, of Estonia, walks with her son while shopping at Aventura Mall, in Aventura, Fla. 
The Commerce Department released mixed retail sales data for April on Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 


Small business owners still cautious, surveys find 
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After decades, Florida man discovers he isn’t a US citizen 


LIZETTE ALVAREZ 
© 2014 New York Times 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - After liv¬ 
ing nearly a half century in 
the United States - marrying 
and raising a family here, 
paying taxes and working 
for decades for the federal 
government - Mario Her¬ 
nandez made a discovery 
recently that rattled him to 
his core: He is not a U.S. citi¬ 
zen. In fact, he is not even a 
U.S. resident. 

Nobody had ever told him. 
Not his mother or his grand¬ 
parents. Not the U.S. Army, 
where he served for three 
years in the 1970s. Not the 
election supervisors in four 
states who tallied his votes 
in every major election 
since Jimmy Carter won 
the White House. Not the 
two state agencies where 
he was employed, one in 
Washington state and the 
other in Florida. And not the 
two federal agencies, in¬ 
cluding the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, where he spent most 
of his career as a prison 
supervisor handling notori¬ 
ous inmates and undergo¬ 
ing thorough background 
checks every five years. 
Citizenship is a requirement 
for the job. 

The revelation came only 
after Hernandez and his 
wife, Bonita, started plan¬ 
ning a trip to celebrate his 
recent retirement from the 
Bureau of Prisons after 22 
years. The two had settled 
on a Caribbean cruise, 
which would have been 
Hernandez’s first time out of 
the country since arriving in 
1965 as a Cuban refugee. 
On a cruise line website, he 
found out that a U.S. pass¬ 
port was a requirement. He 
did not have one and won¬ 
dered whether he even 
had naturalization papers. 
“I thought I was a citizen - 
I’ve always been proud of 
being a citizen,” said Her¬ 
nandez, 58, the father of 
two grown children, one an 


engineer who is an Afghan 
war veteran. “This has really 
messed with my head.” 

At a time when immigra¬ 
tion overhaul remains on 
the table in Congress, Her¬ 
nandez’s plight is the lat¬ 
est example, and one of 
the more extreme, of how 
large federal bureaucra¬ 
cies can stumble when it 
comes to identifying who 
is here legally, illegally or 
somewhere in between. 
With so many immigrants in 
the country under so many 
varying rules, keeping track 
can sometimes pose mon¬ 
umental challenges. 

For Hernandez, the con¬ 
sequences are worrisome. 
Deportation is not some¬ 
thing he would face as a 
Cuban refugee and mili¬ 
tary veteran. But he can no 
longer vote, and he cannot 
leave the country. And he 
could face prison and fines 
for having falsely claimed 
citizenship and for voting. 
At the moment, he exists 
in immigration limbo - not 
fully legal or illegal. After 
he attended an immigra¬ 
tion interview in March, his 
request for citizenship was 
denied. It should not have 
been, said his lawyer, Eliza¬ 
beth Ricci, from Tallahas¬ 
see. Hernandez was enti¬ 
tled to citizenship, she said, 
because he had served in 
the Army during a “desig¬ 
nated period of hostility” 
at the end of the Vietnam 
War era. 

A second letter from the im¬ 
migration service followed. 
It said the case would be 
reopened but asked for 
more information, including 
why he had claimed to be 
a citizen, had registered to 
vote and had voted. 
Sharon Scheidhauer, a 
spokeswoman for the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, said the agency 
could not comment on in¬ 
dividual cases. 

“I think they are gravely 


embarrassed,” Ricci said, 
“and are trying to shift the 
burden on him now to 
make him look like a crimi¬ 
nal.” 

Not only did Hernandez 
work for the Bureau of Pris¬ 
ons (and before that the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs), 
but he had been a supervi¬ 
sor, overseeing day-to-day 
operations, detainees and 


inmates, including terrorists. 
By the time he retired, he 
had a desk full of com¬ 
mendations. In 1995, he 
personally kept watch 
over the two Oklahoma 
City bombers, Terry Nich¬ 
ols and Timothy McVeigh, 
keeping an eye on each 
in their isolation cells for 12 
hours a day on separate 
weeks over the course of a 
month. When Willie Falcon, 
the notorious cocaine traf¬ 
ficker from Miami, had to 
change prisons, Hernandez 
was in charge of the trans¬ 
fer - one of several he over¬ 
saw involving high-profile 
prisoners 


By all accounts, Hernandez 
is a make-the-best-of-it kind 
of man who was taught to 
be self-reliant at an early 
age. But he is unnerved by 
the turn of events. 

“It’s like I’m living a bad 
dream,” he said as he sat 
in his home decorated with 
Holstein cow knickknacks 
and dozens of framed pho¬ 
tographs of his children 


and grandchildren. “This 
cannot be real; I’ve been 
living here 49 years. This is 
the only country I’ve ever 
known.” 

Elizabeth C. Pines, a long¬ 
time immigration lawyer 
in Miami, said she had run 
across a handful of similar 
cases but none as extreme 
as this one. 

“It goes to show you how 
broken the system is for a 
federal and a state agency 
to have not even checked 
his background - his crimi¬ 
nal background, yes, but 
not his immigration back¬ 
ground,” she said. 

The only immigration docu¬ 


ment Hernandez has is a 
parole document, which 
he received as a 9-year-old 
when he arrived at Miami's 
Freedom Tower with his 
family. The paper allowed 
him to remain in the United 
States indefinitely. 

Cuban citizens are granted 
special immigration privi¬ 
leges when they flee Cuba 
and arrive in the United 


States. First, they are grant¬ 
ed parole. After a year, un¬ 
less they are criminals, they 
can become U.S. residents. 
Five years later, they can 
become U.S. citizens. The 
only hitch is that the paper¬ 
work must be filed, which 
Hernandez's parents never 
did on his behalf. 

Growing up in Fullerton, 
Calif., Hernandez always 
assumed that all of this 
had been done for him as 
a child. Nobody ever men¬ 
tioned his immigration sta¬ 
tus at home - less a topic of 
conversation in those days, 
particularly for Cuban refu¬ 
gees, Hernandez said. □ 



Mario Hernandez, who arrived as a child in 1965 as a Cuban refugee, and after serving in the U.S. 
Army and retiring from a government job, found out he is not a U.S. citizen, in Tallahassee, Fla., 
May 6,2014. Hernandez’s plight is the latest example of how massive federal bureaucracies can 
stumble in identifying who is here legally, illegally or somewhere in between. 

(Bryan Anselm/The New York Times) 
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Nigeria opens door for talks with Boko Haram 


BASHIR ADIGUN 
HARUNA UMAR 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — 

U.S. reconnaissance air¬ 
craft flew over Nigeria in 
search of the nearly 300 
kidnapped schoolgirls Tues¬ 
day, a day after the Boko 
Haram militant group re¬ 
leased the first evidence 
that at least some of them 
are still alive and demand¬ 
ed that jailed fighters be 
swapped for their freedom. 
A Nigerian government of¬ 
ficial said “all options" were 
open — including negotia¬ 
tions or a possible military 
operation with foreign help 
— in the effort to free the 
girls, who were shown fear¬ 
ful and huddled together 
dressed in gray Islamic veils 
as they sang Quranic vers¬ 
es under the guns of their 
captors in a video released 
Monday. 

The footage was verified as 
authentic by Nigerian au¬ 
thorities, who said 54 of the 
girls had been identified 
by relatives, teachers and 
classmates who watched 
the video late Tuesday. 

The abduction has spurred 
a global movement to se¬ 
cure the girls’ release amid 
fears they would be sold 
into slavery, married off to 



Borno state governor, Kashim Shettima, centre, addresses demonstrators who were calling on 
the government to rescue the kidnapped schoolgirls of the Chibok secondary school, in Abuja, 
Nigeria, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba) 

mand, was in Abuja on 
Tuesday meeting with of¬ 
ficials at the U.S. Embassy, 
according to the defense 
officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to discuss the mat¬ 
ter publicly. 

The Nigerian military said in 


fighters or worse following 
a series of threats by Boko 
Haram leader Abubakar 
Shekau. 

Protesters marched 

through the streets of the 
capital, Abuja, Tuesday to 
demand more government 
action to find and free the 
girls, who are believed to 
be held in the vast Sambisi 
forest some 20 miles (30 ki¬ 
lometers) from the eastern 
town of Chibok, where 
they were seized from their 


school on April 15. 

A U.S. reconnaisance mis¬ 
sion was being carried out 
by a manned MC-12 sur¬ 
veillance aircraft, which 
is based in Niger, accord¬ 
ing to senior U.S. defense 
officials in Washington. In 
addition to the turboprop 
model which has seen 
heavy use in Afghanistan, 
U.S. officials were also con¬ 
sidering the use of drones. 
Gen. David Rodriguez, 
head of U.S. Africa Com¬ 


a statement that Rodriguez 
visited Nigeria's defense 
headquarters to discuss 
U.S. support for Nigeria's 
campaign against the 
Boko Haram militants, who 
have killed more than 1,500 
people this year in a cam¬ 
paign of bombings, massa¬ 
cres and kidnappings. 
Nigeria's government ini¬ 
tially said there would be 
no negotiations with Boko 
Haram, but that stance 
appeared to have been 
relaxed amid growing pub¬ 
lic outrage at home and 
abroad over the failure to 
rescue the girls. 

Mike Omeri, the director of 
the government’s informa¬ 
tion agency, said all op¬ 
tions were being consid¬ 
ered, including the possibil¬ 
ity of a military operation 
with foreign help. 

“At the moment, because 
all options are open, we 
are interacting with ex¬ 
perts, military and intelli¬ 
gence experts from other 
parts of the world,” he said 
late Monday. “These are 
part of the options that are 
available to us, and many 
more.”0 
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Hagel talks to Saudis about Syria, Iran 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— U.S. Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel flew to Saudi 
Arabia Tuesday for meet¬ 
ings with leaders there at 
the outset of a week-long 
Middle East trip designed 
to reassure allies of the 
Obama administration’s 
commitment to their de¬ 
fense. 

Hagel arrived in the Red 
Sea port city of Jeddah 
and immediately met with 
the deputy defense min¬ 
ister, Salman bin Sultan. 
Later he was meeting with 
Crown Prince Salman, the 
designated successor to 
King Abdullah 
The Saudis are hosting a 
meeting Wednesday of 
defense ministers from the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
states, including Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates. 


It is their first session with 
a U.S. defense secretary 
since 2008, and the formal 
agenda includes missile 
defense and other security 
issues linked to Iran. 

Hagel said he also will dis¬ 
cuss with the Gulf ministers 
the civil war in Syria and the 
nuclear negotiations with 
Iran. 

On Friday, the State Depart¬ 
ment's top arms control of¬ 
ficial, Rose Gottemoeller, 
said Syria has moved about 
92 percent of its chemical 
weapons stocks to port for 
shipment out of the coun¬ 
try. In a breakfast meeting 
with reporters in Washing¬ 
ton, the undersecretary of 
state for arms control said 
the rest of the weapons are 
at a single site near Damas¬ 
cus. 

The head of the United Na¬ 
tions mission charged with 


destroying Syria’s chemical 
weapons had said earlier 
that the last 16 containers 
of chemical agents are in a 
contested area that is cur¬ 
rently inaccessible due to 
the fighting. 

The U.S. has a ship on 
standby to undertake the 
destruction of Syria’s chem¬ 
icals. 

The MV Cape Ray has on 
board two huge machines, 
called field deployable 
hydrolysis systems, which 
will mix the chemicals with 
heated water and other 
chemicals to break down 
the toxic weapons in a tita¬ 
nium reactor, making them 
inert. 

On Iran, U.S. officials have 
said the Obama adminis¬ 
tration is concerned about 
an emerging threat to talks 
designed to seal a nuclear 
deal with Tehran. □ 
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151 dead, many trapped In Turkish coal mine 


Continued from front 


Authorities had earlier said 
that the blast left between 
200 to 300 miners under¬ 
ground and were prepar¬ 
ing for the possibility that 
the death toll could jump 
dramatically, making ar¬ 
rangements to set up a 
cold storage facility to 
hold the corpses of miners 
recovered from the site. 
Prime Minister Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan postponed a 
one-day visit to Albania 
scheduled for Wednesday 
and planned to visit Soma 
instead. 

The rescue effort was be¬ 
ing hampered by the fact 
that the mine was made 
up of tunnels that were ki¬ 
lometers (miles) long, said 
Cengiz Ergun, the leader 
of Manisa province, where 
the town is located. 
Hundreds of people gath¬ 
ered outside the mine and 
the hospital in Soma seek¬ 
ing news of their loved 
ones. NTV television said 
people broke into ap¬ 
plause as rescued work¬ 
ers arrived in ambulances. 
Interviewed by Dogan 
news agency, some com¬ 


plained about the lack of 
information from state and 
company officials about 
the situation of the trapped 
workers. 

Police set up fences and 
stood guard around Soma 
state hospital to keep the 
crowds away. 

SOMA Komur Isletmeleri 
A.S., which owns the mine, 
confirmed that a number 
of its workers were killed 
but would not give a spe¬ 
cific figure. It said the ac¬ 
cident occurred despite 
the “highest safety mea¬ 
sures and constant con¬ 
trols” and added that an 
investigation was being 
launched. 

“Our main priority is to get 
our workers out so that they 
may be reunited with their 
loved ones," the company 
said in a statement. 

Mining accidents are com¬ 
mon in Turkey, which is 
plagued by poor safety 
conditions. 

Turkey’s worst mining disas¬ 
ter was a 1992 gas explo¬ 
sion that killed 263 workers 
near the Black Sea port of 
Zonguldak.Q 
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Miners carry a rescued miner after an explosion and fire at a coal mine killed at least 150 miners 
and left hundreds of workers trapped underground, in Soma, in western Turkey, Tuesday, May 13, 
2014, a Turkish official said. Twenty people were rescued from the mine but one later died in the 
hospital. Soma administrator Mehmet Bahattin Atci told reporters. The town is 155 miles south of 
Istanbul. The death toll was expected to rise. 

(AP Photo/Depo Photos) 


Car bombs kill 34 as Iraqis await vote count 


SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Mili¬ 
tants unleashed a wave 
of car bombings in Iraq 
on Tuesday, killing at least 
34 people and sending 
thick, black smoke into the 
Baghdad skies in a show of 
force meanf fo infimidate 
fhe majorify Shiites as they 
marked what is meant to 
be a joyous holiday for their 
sect. 

The attacks came nearly 
two weeks after Iraqis cast 
ballots in the country’s first 
parliamentary election 
since the U.S. military with¬ 
drawal in 2011. No prelimi¬ 
nary results have yet been 
released, deepening a 
sense of uncertainty in a 
country strained by a resur¬ 
gence of violence. 

It was the deadliest day in 
Iraq since April 28, when 
militant strikes on polling 
stations and other targets 
killed 46. 

An al-Qaida spin-off group 
known as fhe Islamic Sfate 
of Iraq and fhe Levant 
claimed responsibility for 


fhe affacks, adding that 
they were in retaliation for 
military operations being 
carried out by government 
forces in Fallujah. 

“We tell the spiteful Shiites 
and their government that 
we will save no efforts to 
target your gatherings and 
centers in all over Bagh¬ 
dad," said the statement. 
The authenticity of the 
statement could not be in¬ 
dependently verified, but 
its style was consistent with 
previous statements. 

The militant group, made 
up of Sunni Muslim extrem¬ 
ists, has strengthened con¬ 
trol over parts of western 
Iraq, including the city of 
Fallujah and parts of Anbar 
provincial capital of Rama- 
di, since lafe December. 
It seeks to undermine the 
Shiite Muslim-led govern¬ 
ment’s efforts to maintain 
security across the country. 
Coordinated car bomb at¬ 
tacks against Shiites, whom 
it considers heretics, are 
one of its favorite tactics. 

All of Tuesday's blasts were 
caused by explosives-lad- 


en vehicles parked in pub¬ 
lic areas. 

They coincided with the 
Shiite communities’ cel¬ 
ebration of the birthday of 
Imam Ali, the Prophet Mu¬ 
hammad’s cousin and son- 
in-law and the sect's most 
sacred martyr. 

Two blasts hit Baghdad's 
poor Shiite district of Sadr 
City, killing six people and 
wounding 13, accord¬ 
ing to police. Associated 
Press journalists on the 
scene shortly after one of 
the bombings saw black 
smoke rising as ambulanc¬ 
es rushed to the scene, si¬ 
rens wailing. 

Firefighters struggled to ex¬ 
tinguish the fire as security 
forces sealed off the area. 
A short while later, a car 
bomb exploded in a com¬ 
mercial street in the capi¬ 
tal’s eastern district of Jami- 
la, killing three people and 
wounding 10. Police said a 
fourth car bomb went off 
near a traffic police office 
in eastern Baghdad, killing 
four people and wounding 
seven. Q 
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Venezuela opposition threatens to end crisis talks 


Brazil bus strike 
strands many in 
Rio de Janeiro 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bus 

drivers demanding higher 
pay began a 48-hour strike 
in Rio de Janeiro on Tues¬ 
day, forcing hundreds of 
thousands of passengers in 
Brazil’s second-largest city 
to seek alternative ways to 
get to work. 

The strike renewed con¬ 
cerns about public services 
and safety in Rio and the 
other cities that will host 
World Cup games starting 
in less than a month. 

Rio bus drivers staged a 24- 
hour strike last week and 
warned they would walk 
off their jobs again if of¬ 
ficials failed to meet their 
demands, which include a 
40 percent pay hike. 

Rio Onibus, the trade asso¬ 
ciation representing Rio de 
Janeiro’s bus companies, 
said more than 70 buses 
were damaged by rock¬ 
throwing strikers who also 
paralyzed traffic in parts of 
the city with road blocks 
and demonstrations. Last 
week more than 300 buses 
were damaged. 

Police said six people were 
arrested after throwing 
rocks and pieces of wood 
at buses. Another two were 
detained for trying to stop 
buses driven by non-striking 
drivers from circulating. 

Rio Onibus press officer Al¬ 
exandre Almeida said the 
strike prevented 84 per¬ 
cent of the city’s nearly 
9,000 buses from circu¬ 
lating. Nearly 1.9 million 
people use these buses 
every day to get to and 
from work. Almeida said 
the strike “slowed things 
down” but did not bring 
Rio to a standstill. 

“Many managed to get 
to work or to school by car 
pooling and using the sub¬ 
way system, public transit 
vans, commuter trains and 
intercity buses,” he said by 
telephoneO 


CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Members of Ven¬ 
ezuela’s opposition said 
Tuesday they may pull out 
of crisis negotiations with 
the government over what 
they consider an unjustified 
crackdown on recent pro¬ 
tests. 

Negotiators for the Demo¬ 
cratic Unity alliance said 
that the mass arrest of 
more than 200 student 


LIBARDO CARDONA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Colombia's largest 
rebel group is turning to 
rap music to try to rally 
support for peace talks. 
The fast-paced, 4-min¬ 
ute clip that began cir¬ 
culating on social media 
Tuesday is called “Co¬ 
lombians, everybody 
to the peace talks." It 
was produced by nego¬ 
tiators in Havana for the 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia 
along with Cuban rap¬ 
pers Cuentas Claras. 
Featuring prominently in 
the video is Dutch-born 
guerrilla Tanja Nijmei- 
jer, who is taking part 
in talks after Colombia 
suspended a warrant 
for her arrest and extra¬ 
dition to the U.S. for her 
role in the 2003 kidnap¬ 
ping of three American 
defense contractors. 
Sporting a camouflaged 
tank top and an army- 
green rebel cap, Nijmei- 
jer melodiously extols 
the FARC’s defense of 
Colombia’s peasants 
as “the reason for my 
life.” Another negotia¬ 
tor making a cameo is 
Miguel Pascuas, one of 
the FARC’s founders a 
half-century ago during 
a violent war with the 
state over land rights. 


activists last week and se¬ 
curity forces’ refusal Mon¬ 
day to let protesters march 
downtown are souring the 
climate for the month-old 
talks. 

To express its disapproval, 
the opposition unilaterally 
suspended closed-door 
meetings scheduled for 
Monday and Tuesday, ac¬ 
cording to Ramon Jose 
Medina, one of the talks’ 


coordinators. A meeting 
Thursday with foreign min¬ 
isters from several South 
American nations who are 
mediating the talks is also 
in doubt. “The government 
will be responsible if the di¬ 
alogue fails,” Medina said 
in a statement. 

The talks are focused on 
easing tensions after more 
than three months of un¬ 
rest that has left at least 


41 people on both sides 
dead. 

But progress on issues rang¬ 
ing from a proposal to free 
jailed activists to the filling 
of positions on the national 
electoral council has been 
painstakingly slow, giving 
room to claims by students 
and hardliners that the talks 
are a ploy by President 
Nicolas Maduro to deflect 
international criticism. □ 


Rapping rebels promote Colombia peace talks 

t I 



Dutch-born guerrilla Tanja Nijmeijer, of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, 
sings a tribute to FARC founder Manuel Marulanda, on the sixth anniversary of his death, in 
Havana, Cuba. Colombia’s largest rebel group is trying to rally support for peace talks with a 
new rap video. Nijmeijer features prominently in the video, which exalts the FARC’s role as a 


defender of Colombia’s peasants. 

The nearly two-year- been gaining in the polls 


old talks have been un¬ 
der fire as Colombians 
head to the polls later 
this month. President 
Juan Manuel Santos has 
staked his re-election 
bid on a promise to ne¬ 
gotiate a landmark ac¬ 
cord with the FARC. But 
his closest rival, Oscar 
Ivan Zuluaga, an ally of 
powerful former Presi¬ 
dent Alvaro Uribe, has 


while criticizing the gov¬ 
ernment for being too 
soft on the rebels. 

The FARC video shows 
that rebel negotiators 
aren’t in any rush to 
give up longstanding 
demands for a bilateral 
cease-fire and a constit¬ 
uent assembly to rewrite 
the constitution to give 
a bigger voice to mar¬ 
ginalized groups. But in- 


(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 

terspersed with diatribes 
against Colombia’s 
elite, images of abuses 
by security forces and 
U.S.-funded fumigation 
planes is a message 
of optimism about the 
peace talks. 

In a statement accom¬ 
panying the release, the 
FARC says that “to reach 
peace, we must learn to 
speak without fear, with¬ 
out taboos."□ 
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Puerto Rico priest faces federal sex charges 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — U.S. authorities 
in Puerto Rico on Tues¬ 
day arrested a Roman 
Catholic priest and for¬ 
mer school director on 
charges including sexual 
trafficking of children in 
fhe first federal case of its 
kind in the U.S. territory. 
Israel Berrios, 58, is ac¬ 
cused of sexually abusing 
an alfar boy from the time 
he was about 8 years old 
until he turned 17, ac¬ 
cording to Puerto Rico 
Justice Secretary Cesar 
Miranda. 

“All this began with the 
seduction of maferial 
things," Miranda said, 
who alleged the boy was 
given money, a comput¬ 
er, a camera and was 
taken on a cruise. He said 
the boy is now a 21-year- 
old university student. 

The arrest is part of a 
widespread probe into 
multiple church abuse al¬ 
legations in the island of 
3.6 million people, where 
more than 70 percent 
identify themselves as 
Catholic. 

U.S. Attorney Rosa Emilia 
Rodriguez said the boy’s 
mother had given him 
permission to take a four- 
day cruise to the Baha¬ 
mas in July 2008 with Ber¬ 
rios and a married couple 
they knew from church. 
The boy was raised by 
his mother and did not 
have a relationship with 
his father, which led to 
the priest becoming like 
a member of the family, 
said Angel Melendez, a 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — A mosquito-borne 
virus that was detected 
for the first time in Haiti last 
week has quickly spread 
throughout the Caribbean 
nation, a health official 
said Tuesday. 

Some 1,529 cases of the 
chikungunya virus have 
been confirmed, said Ron¬ 
ald Singer, a spokesman 
for Haiti’s health minis¬ 
try. The bulk of the cases, 
about 900 of them, were 
found in the west depart¬ 
ment, where the capital of 


Puerto Rico-based spe¬ 
cial agent for Homeland 
Security Investigations of 
the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 


agency. 

“He is the only victim we 
have interviewed, but we 
don’t dismiss that there 
might be others,” Melen¬ 
dez said. 


Port-au-Prince is located. 
Another 300 cases were 
confirmed in northwestern 
Haiti. 

The new numbers seem to 
represent a startling jump 
over the past week. The 
health ministry said last 
Tuesday that lab results 
confirmed a mere 14 cas¬ 
es. 

Since then, Port-au-Prince 
has been abuzz with peo¬ 
ple complaining about a 
sudden and debilitating 
illness that’s been referred 
to as “the fever.” 


Berrios also had served 
as director of a Catholic 
school in the central town 
of Aibonito that the boy 
attended. 


ICE spokesman Ivan Ortiz 
said Berrios was a priest in 
the Diocese of Caguas, 
south of the capital of 
San Juan. He said the 
priest was arrested in the 


The symptoms of chikun¬ 
gunya include not just a 
sharp fever but also head¬ 
ache, full-body rash and 
joint pain. The illness is rare¬ 
ly fatal but recovery usu¬ 
ally takes about a week. 
Some people experience 
joint pain for months to 
years. 

The illness, which is most 
commonly found in Asia 
and Africa, was first de¬ 
tected in the Caribbean in 
December on tiny St. Mar¬ 
tin. 

It was the first time that lo- 


northern town of Naran- 
jito. 

Puerto Rico prosecutors 
filed charges of lewd acts 
against Berrios, who has 
been suspended as a 
priest but not expelled. 
Officials at the Diocese 
of Caguas said the bish¬ 
op was not immediately 
available for comment, 
but Berrios himself told re¬ 
porters he was at peace 
in a brief statement as he 
entered a courthouse. 
“Although my hands and 
feet are handcuffed, 
there are other people 
who are imprisoned by 
their conscience,” he 
said without elaborating. 
Berrios is the first priest to 
face federal sex charges 
of this kind in Puerto Rico, 
though local prosecutors 
are investigating at least 
17 other priests and eight 
dioceses facing similar al¬ 
legations. 

Prosecutors have already 
charged one of six de¬ 
frocked priests from the 
Diocese of Arecibo with 
committing lewd acts. 
Edwin Antonio Mercado 
Viera is scheduled to ap¬ 
pear in court in late May. 
The Diocese of Arecibo 
is fighting a request from 
Puerto Rico's justice de¬ 
partment to obtain con¬ 
fidential documents relat¬ 
ed to the sex abuse probe, 
and the island’s Supreme 
Court recently agreed to 
hear the case. Officials of 
the diocese argue they 
have already provided 
sufficient information and 
seek to protect the identi¬ 
ty of those who made the 
allegations.□ 


cal transmission of chikun¬ 
gunya had been reported 
in the Americas. Since 
then, it has spread to near¬ 
ly a dozen other islands 
and French Guiana. 

Its arrival in Haiti was ex¬ 
pected. In neighboring 
Dominican Republic, au¬ 
thorities have confirmed at 
least 150 to 200 cases. 
There is no vaccine for chi¬ 
kungunya and it is spread 
by the pervasive Aedes 
aegypti mosquito, which 
also transmits dengue fe¬ 
ver in the region.Q 


Jamaica to cut 
power to theft 
prone towns 

DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaica’s sole power 
distributor is slashing the 
number of hours that elec¬ 
tricity is provided to en¬ 
tire communities where 
power theft is rampant, 
officials said Tuesday. The 
new move by the Jamaica 
Public Service Company 
was blasted by the main 
opposition party and the 
Caribbean country's util¬ 
ity regulator has requested 
a meeting with the power 
company because of the 
impact on legitimate cus¬ 
tomers. Senior utility offi¬ 
cial Gary Barrow said the 
company has “tried every¬ 
thing to reduce electricity 
theft” and is now forced 
to cut hours that power 
is provided to neighbor¬ 
hoods where more than 
70 percent of it is pilfered. 
The company says it is try¬ 
ing to minimize effects on 
businesses, hospitals and 
schools in eight impover¬ 
ished communities that 
have so far been identified 
as prone to widespread 
theft. Last year, the compa¬ 
ny removed nearly 200,000 
illegal lines, audited about 
113,000 accounts and col¬ 
laborated with police to 
arrest roughly 1,200 people 
suspected of energy theft. 
But high levels of theft con¬ 
tinue, causing “extensive 
damage to the company's 
equipment and ongoing 
power outages caused by 
illegal connections,” the 
utility said in a statement. 
Karl Samuda, the opposi¬ 
tion Jamaica Labor Party’s 
spokesman on energy, 
said he believes the strate¬ 
gy violates the company's 
license. The utility, typically 
referred to as JPS, is un¬ 
fairly punishing hardwork¬ 
ing people who pay fheir 
electricity bills, he said. “It 
escapes me as to why JPS 
would opt to act in this 
manner and expose itself 
fo all kinds of legal liabilities 
and moral hazards,” Samu¬ 
da said. Jamaica’s Office 
of Utilities Regulation said 
it was seeking a meeting 
with the power company’s 
executives and requires 
more information about its 
decision. □ 


Mosquito-borne virus spreads rapidly in Haiti 



In this March, 2014 photo, a man gives money to a beggar 
after Mass outside the San Felipe Cathedral in the Arecibo 
Diocese in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. — U.S. authorities in Puerto 
Rico on Tuesday arrested a Roman Catholic priest and former 
school director on charges including sexual trafficking of 
children in the first federal case of its kind in the U.S. territory. 

(AP Photo/Danica Coto) 















Team Efforts Get Team Aruba First Final of the Season 



ORANJESTAD/VALDOSTA, 

Ga - With no truck or trailer 
to transport the Aruba.com 
Jerry Haas Mustang from 
its shop in Union, S.C. to 
the PDRA Georgia Drags, 
Team Aruba could have 
easily been sidelined as 
they awaited the arrival of 
their new hauler. However, 
thanks to the generosity 
of their chassis builder Jer¬ 
ry Haas, Team Aruba not 
only made it to the Geor¬ 
gia Drags, they made it all 
the way to the final round. 
Haas did his part in get¬ 
ting the beautiful, Aruba- 
themed Extreme Pro Stock 
Mustang to the track and 
Team Aruba did the rest. 
Trevor Eman qualified fifth 
in the XPS field with a 4.12. 
He took out number four 
qualifier, North Carolina’s 
Jeff Dobbins in round one. 
Then edged out another 
Carolina racer, Richard 
Penland, in a semi final 
round pedal test. The finals 


pitted Team Aruba against 
Cary Goforth who won the 
PDRA opener at Rocking¬ 
ham Dragway. 

Although Eman posted 
a nice 4.167 run at 175.30 
MPH, Goforth crossed the 
stripe first with a 4.153 at 
175.84 MPH. 

“First and foremost, I need 
to compliment my team,” 
thanked Eman. “Everybody 
worked very hard, and we 
can see the end result of 
that. Jerry Haas Race Cars, 
Jon Kaase Racing Engines, 
RAM Clutches, Braswell 
Carburetion and Penske 
Racing Shocks have helped 
us with all the components 
and tools needed to have 
a top performing Pro Stock 
Mustang. 

“I and the rest of the team 
would like to extend our 
sincere gratitude to Jerry 
Haas. After hearing that we 
sold our trailer and that we 
are still waiting on delivery 
of our new one, he offered 


to carry our car and equip¬ 
ment to Valdosta. So, with¬ 
out his transportation sup¬ 
port, it would have been 
rather difficult to even get 
to the race, let alone make 
it to the final. 

“Unfortunately, we didn’t 
have [crew member] Bob¬ 
by with us to share in our 
successful weekend. He 
is leading a gospel group 
called the Riverside Boys 
on a trip to Aruba for two 
nights of concerts. We will 
catch up with Bobby and 
the group when we arrive 
back home and support 
them during two nights of 
wonderful music they plan 
on performing for people in 
Aruba.” 

With the Georgia Drags 
under its belt, the PDRA is 
now just two races old, but 
has won fans and followers 
across the industry. Team 
Aruba was pleased with 
the efforts they saw at the 
Georgia Drags. 


“A congratulations needs 
to go out the the entire 
PDRA crew and staff,” 
commented Eman. “They 
did a wonderful job this 
weekend, it being only the 
second PDRA event to take 
place so far. Rain came in 
and caused racing to end 
on Saturday night, but they 
were able to pull it togeth¬ 
er and complete the event 
on Sunday. Thanks in large 
part to the Traction Twins, 
all competitors had a safe 
racing surface all weekend 
long. In the entire facility 
this weekend I don't know if 
there is anybody that could 
have worked harder than 
the Traction Twins." 

Team Aruba had qualified 
on the pole at their last visit 
to South Georgia Motor- 
sports Park, but rain can¬ 
celed the weekend before 
the team had a chance to 
defend the pole in elimina¬ 
tions. Although the team 
would surely have liked to 


have taken home the tro¬ 
phy at the Georgia Drags, 
a runner up finish provided 
some satisfaction for their 
unfinished business of 2013. 
“It's another season, and 
we are still performing 
strong with the support 
of Aruba and the Aruba 
Tourism Authority," finished 
Eman. “We cannot thank 
these two pillars enough for 
the support they provide us. 
If it wasn’t for the fact that 
we are racing to promote 
our island we wouldn’t 
have been able to do this 
for the tenth year now." 
Keep up with Team Aruba 
at www.facebook.com/ 
teamarubaracing and on 
Twitter @TeamArubaRac- 
ing. 

Find race results, team up¬ 
dates, videos and photos. 
Also leave your comments 
to cheer on Team Aruba! 
For more on your Aruba 
vacation visit www.Aruba. 
com.Q 
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Loyal visitors honored at the Paradise Beach Villas 




EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
very nice families, whom 
are loyal and friendly Visi¬ 
tors of Aruba, at the Para¬ 
dise Beach Villas as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors and Am¬ 
bassadors of Goodwill. The 
symbolic honorary titles 
are presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 and 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 


The honorees 
were Mr. Kieran and Mrs. 
Lois Ballah of Fergus, On¬ 
tario, Mrs. Dawn Rising of St. 
Catharine’s, Ontario, Mr. 
Jon and Mrs. Carol Marsh 
of Spring Valley, New York, 
and Mr. Al Tannenbaum 
and Mrs. Sheila Tronn-Tan- 
nenbaum of New York. 

The honorees are loyal 
members of the Paradise 
Beach Villas and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, Casinos and being 



on Aruba and staying at 
the Paradise is like being 
home for them. The certifi¬ 
cates were presented by 
Mr. Ernest Giel represent¬ 


ing the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority together with Mrs. 
Milca Erasmus represent¬ 
ing the Paradise Beach 
VillasO 
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Where 

Aruba’s culture * aruba.com 

becomes a total 
Caribbean experience 

The Carubbtan Festival: 

Aruba's Carnival experience 

every week of the year! 

Mo si visitors don'l have the opportunity to experience Aruba's 
cultural highlight ol the year- -Carnival (or, as we call >1 here, 
Carnaval) But now you can discover the colorful spirit of Aruba's 
Carnival every Thursday evening at me Carubbian Festival Situ¬ 
ated on the island's southern tip in the heart of San Nicolas where 
Caribbean and Aruban cultures meat, the Carubbiao Festival 
brings Carnival to life with live Calypso and Soca music, a parade 
of glittery dancers showcasing many of our past Carnival's 
gorgeous costumes, feslive brass bands, still walkers, handi- 
cratls. and traditional homemade cuisine of the Caribbean region. 

We encourage you to spend an evening wilh the locals, and enjoy 
a tasie ol our culture at the Caubbian Festival, It's also a great 
Jamity or group activity' 


face bo ok ,■ 


Package Includes: 


Round-trip transportation from your hotel 
Entrance to she festival 
Dinner and beverages 

Entertainment - Carnival show, live music, and more 
A commemorative carnival mask 


P r 11 r> $64 per person, S3? chi Idren 1 2 years and under 

Where Main-Street San Nicolas 
When Thursdays from 6 pm to ID pm 

information; visit your guest sendees desk in your hotel 
for more information and tickets. 


The Caiub&an Pashvatisan Mttiattvt* at tt w MWiisiiry at Youttow. r/snspotfflfHjrt. Primary Sector ana Culm re Gyrated try the CaroVbvtn Poundatteo. 
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Official Press Release: 


Clarification Regarding Stay of Visitors With Property In Aruba 



ORANJESTAD - Recently 
a press release was pub¬ 
lished regarding the maxi¬ 
mum amount of stay in 
Aruba. This information 
was not well understood in 
the timeshare industry and 
among other visitors with 
property on island. 

By means of this press re¬ 
lease, the Ministry of Ur¬ 
ban Development, Infra¬ 
structure and Integration 
together with the Ministry 
of Tourism, Transportation, 
Primary Sector and Culture 
would like to clear up this 
misunderstanding. 

Aruba has a large percent¬ 


age of loyal visitors that 
have property in Aruba 
(Time Share, Condomin¬ 
ium, Residence, Apart¬ 
ment). These are valued 
visitors of Aruba and the 
Government of Aruba 
maintains a friendly policy 
for these visitors. 

Visitors that do have a 
property in Aruba (Time 
Share, Condominium, 
Residence, Apartment) or 
a yacht in territorial wa¬ 
ters of Aruba with a mini¬ 
mum length of 14 meters 
or more, or those with a 
Dutch nationality, are the 
only visitors that can be 
admitted for a period of a 
maximum of 180 consecu¬ 
tive days and a maximum 
of 180 days per calendar 
year. 

The Minister in charge of In¬ 
tegration and the Minister 
in charge of Tourism have 
sent a letter to all airlines 
to clarify this government 
policy to avoid that visitors 
with a valid airline ticket 


with a round-trip ticket 
beyond 30 days, are chal¬ 
lenged by the airline. 

The visitor can indicate the 
amount of intended days 
(maximum 180 consecu¬ 
tive days, not to exceed a 
total of 180 per calendar 
year) on the ED card. The 
visitor must have the docu¬ 
ments to prove property 
ownership, a valid pass¬ 
port, a valid round-trip 
ticket, proof of sufficient 
funds for the amount of 
stay on the island. If the im¬ 
migration officer gives the 
amount of days requested, 
the visitor does not have to 
go to DIMAS to request an 
extension of his/her stay. 

As an example, if a tour¬ 
ist shows to the Aruba im¬ 
migration that he has 60 
days of time share, he/she 
can receive a permission 
to stay 60 days. If the visi¬ 
tor cannot show this at im¬ 
migration, he/she always 
has the option to request 
an extension from DIMAS. 


Again, the total stay can¬ 
not surpass 180 days in a 
calendar year. 

For tourists that do NOT own 
property in Aruba, other 


rules apply. Tourists with¬ 
out property can remain a 
maximum of 90 consecu¬ 
tive days in Aruba and a 
maximum of 180 days per 


calendar year. 

In general, immigration 
would give 30 days at the 
border. For an extension, 
the tourist can apply at DI¬ 


MAS (60 additional days). 
The total amount of days 
a tourist can stay on the 
island cannot surpass 180 
days per calendar year.Q 
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AL Capsules 

Buehrle first 
to 7 wins. 
Jays snap skid 

The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Mark 
Buehrle became the first 
seven-game winner in the 
majors, and Jose Bautista 
and Brett Lawrie homered 
as the Toronto Blue Jays 
beat the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels 7-3 Monday to avoid 
a four-game sweep. 
Buehrle (7-1) allowed two 
runs and six hits in six-plus 
innings. He walked a sea¬ 
son-high five and struck out 
two. The left-hander came 
in with an AL-leading 1.91 
ERA, but saw that rise to 
2.04, the same as Detroit’s 
Max Scherzer. 

Bautista hit a three-run 
homer in the first inning 
and Lawrie, who returned 
to the lineup after missing 
six games with a sore right 
hamstring, added a two- 
run shot in the sixth as the 
Blue Jays avoided what 
would have been their first 
four-game sweep to the 
Angels. 

Both homers came off An¬ 
gels left-hander C.J. Wilson 
(4-3), who allowed five runs 
and six hits in six innings. 
TIGERS 4, ORIOLES 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Rick Por- 
cello won his fifth straight 
start as Detroit beat Balti¬ 
more in a duel between AL 
division leaders that includ¬ 
ed a benches-clearing 
confrontation. 

After Ian Kinsler's two-run 
homer in the eighth made 
it 4-1, Orioles starter Bud 
Norris hit Torii Hunter in the 
ribcage with a pitch. Hunt¬ 
er yelled at Norris, and as 
he made his way toward 
first base, the Tigers out¬ 
fielder moved slightly in the 
direction of the mound. 
That caused both dug- 
outs to empty, and reliev¬ 
ers from both bullpens 
charged toward the in¬ 
field. 

Continued on Page 20 



H eaflta ke a cornma ndinaT3-1 


lead over- islets: 


Miami Heat center Chris Bosh (1) and Brooklyn Nets center Kevin Garnett (2) watch Bosh’s tie-breaking three-point shot with 57 
seconds on the clock in the fourth quarter of Game 4 of a second-round NBA playoff basketball game at the Barclays Center, 
Monday, May 12, 2014, in New York. The Heat won 102-96 to go up 3-1 in the series. Associated Press 
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NL Capsules 

Lake homers, drives in 6, Cubs rout Cards 17-5 



Chicago Cubs' Junior Lake, right, watches his three-run home 
run as St. Louis Cardinals’ Yadier Molina, left, looks on in the sec¬ 
ond inning in a baseball game, Monday, May 12,2014, at Busch 
Stadium in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Junior 
Lake homered, doubled 
twice and drove in six runs 
as the Chicago Cubs broke 
loose, routing St. Louis 17-5 
Monday and forcing the 
Cardinals to finish with in¬ 
fielder Daniel Descalso as a 
relief pitcher. 

After the Cubs totaled 
just four runs while getting 
swept in a three-game 
series at Atlanta over the 
weekend, Emilio Bonifacio 
scored five times himself 
in this romp over the Car¬ 
dinals. Chicago had lost 
seven of eight overall and 
has the worst record in the 
league at 13-24, but is 4-3 
against the defending NL 
champions. 

The Cubs hit for the cycle in 
the first five baffers — Boni¬ 
facio doubled, Anthony 
Rizzo singled, Starlin Castro 
tripled and Mike Olt's two- 
run homer capped a four- 
run first inning. 

Cardinals reliever Randy 
Choate gave up six runs in 
the ninth and left with two 
outs. Descalso made his first 
pro pitching appearance 
and retired the only batter 
he faced, getting Olt on a 
fly ball. 

Travis Wood (3-4) beaf St. 
Louis for fhe second time in 
three starts despite giving 


up five runs in six innings. 
Tyler Lyons (0-3) surren¬ 
dered nine runs in four in¬ 
nings in his fourth start in 
place of injured Joe Kelly. 
DODGERS 6, MARLINS 5 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Yasiel 
Puig extended his career- 
best hitting streak to 12 
games with his third home 
run in four days, a go- 
ahead three-run shot, and 
drew a bases-loaded walk 
in Los Angeles victory over 
Florida. 


Dan Haren (5-1) overcame 
a shaky start following his 
3-2 loss at Washington last 
Wednesday, allowing three 
runs and seven hits over 
seven innings without walk¬ 
ing a batter after losing 
his previous four decisions 
against the Marlins. 

Brian Wilson inherited a 
6-3 lead from Haren and 
promptly gave up a lead- 
off walk to Christian Yelich 
and a home run by pinch- 
hitter and former Dodger 


Reed Johnson on fhe next 
pitch. But Kenley Jansen 
pitched a perfect ninth for 
his 12th save. 

Yelich helped stake Tom 
Koehler (3-3) to a 3-1 lead 
with a solo homer in the 
third, but the Marlins’ right¬ 
hander never made it 
through the fourth. 

GIANTS 4, BRAVES 2 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Tim Lincecum struck out 11 
in his best start of fhe year 
for San Francisco and Tyler 
Colvin backed him with a 
home run and a go-ahead, 
two-run triple in the seventh 
inning. 

Lincecum (3-2) left to a 
roaring standing ovation 
after pitching a season- 
high 7 2-3 innings in his first 
start of eight getting past 
the sixth. B.J. Upton hit a ty¬ 
ing solo homer in the fifth, 
then was caught stealing 
on replay review as the po¬ 
tential go-ahead run in the 
top of the seventh. 

Upton hit a one-out double 
and was ruled to have sto¬ 
len third on a slide below 
a reaching Pablo Sando¬ 
val. Giants manager Bruce 
Bochy challenged the call 
by third base umpire Dana 
DeMuth, and it was over¬ 
turned in 2 minutes, 7 sec¬ 
onds. 

NATIONALS 6, DIAMOND- 


BACKS 5 

PHOENIX (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Kevin Frandsen and 
Danny Espinosa each hit 
solo homers in the ninth in¬ 
ning, helping Washington 
rally past Arizona in Matt 
Williams’ return to the des¬ 
ert. 

Williams was a fixture in 
Arizona before becoming 
Washington's manager this 
offseason. 

His new feam scored four 
runs early, shuf down for 
four innings, and tied it 
when Espinosa hit the sec¬ 
ond pitch of the ninth by 
Addison Reed (1-3) just 
over the wall in right. 
Frandsen put the Nationals 
up by lining his second ca¬ 
reer pinch-hit homer to left 
and Rafael Soriano strand¬ 
ed a runner at second in 
the ninth for his eighth save. 
Tyler Clippard (3-2) pitched 
a scoreless inning, Ian Des¬ 
mond hit a two-run homer 
and Tyler Moore added a 
solo shot for Washington. 
A.J. Pollock hit a two-run 
homer and Aaron Hill had 
three hits for Arizona. 

In other NL games it was 
N.Y. Mets 9, N.Y. Yankees 7; 
Chicago Cubs 17, St. Louis 
5; Washington 6, Arizona 
5; L.A. Dodgers 6, Miami 5; 
and San Francisco 4, At¬ 
lanta 2.Q 


Yankees OF Beltran has 
bone spur in elbow 



New York Yankees' Carlos Beltran, left, scores past Los Angeles 
Angels catcher Chris lannetta on a sacrifice fly by Yangervis 
Solarte during the first inning of a baseball game in Anaheim, 
Calif., Wednesday, May 7, 2014. 

Associated Press 


By HOWIE RUMBERG 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Yankees 
right fielder Carlos Beltran 


has a bone spur in his right 
elbow that could require 
surgery if a pain-relief shof 
does not ease the symp¬ 


toms. 

Beltran was given a Cor¬ 
tisone injection Monday 
night, shortly after he felt 
a sharp pain while taking 
swings in a batting cage 
during the Yankees’ 9-7 loss 
to the Mets. 

"They said that if the Corti¬ 
sone does the job and I feel 
no pain, if's no concern at 
all,” Beltran said. "You just 
hope it goes away. ... I will 
be disappointed if I have to 
have the surgery to take it 
out and miss time.” 

The eight-time All-Star had 
an MRI during the game 
which revealed an old 
bone spur. Beltran said he 


never had pain in the el¬ 
bow before experiencing 
if on consecutive practice 
swings. 

It should take two or three 
days before knowing if fhe 
shot has helped, and the 
Yankees will not make any 
decision about placing Bel¬ 
tran on the disabled list until 
then. 

Hoping to put off in-sea¬ 
son surgery, Beltran asked 
about having a second 
shot if the first doesn't work. 
"You have to give the Cor¬ 
tisone shot a chance to 
work. It’s an old bone spur 
but it’s aggravating his el¬ 
bow now,” manager Joe 


Girardi said. ”lf in a couple 
days he doesn’t feel better, 
my level of concern will be 
preffy high.” 

Even if Beltran can play 
with the spur, he said he 
would likely need offseason 
surgery. 

The 37-year-old Beltran was 
hitting .240 with five homers 
and 15 RBIs in his first season 
with the Yankees. 

Girardi was without 40-year- 
old backup outfielder Ich¬ 
iro Suzuki for fhe second 
sfraighf nighf because of 
a lower back injury he sus¬ 
tained trying to make a 
sliding catch Sunday in Mil¬ 
waukee. □ 
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LeBron scores 49, Heat 
take 3-1 lead over Nets 


NEW YORK (AP) — LeBron 
James equaled his playoff 
career high wifh 49 points 
and Chris Bosh made the 
tiebreaking 3-pointer with 
57 seconds left as the Mi¬ 
ami Heat beat the Brooklyn 
Nets 102-96 on Monday for 
a 3-1 lead in the Eastern 
Conference semifinals. 
Later, Damian Lillard 
scored 25 points as the 
Portland Trail Blazers staved 
off elimination in the West¬ 
ern Conference semifinals 
with a 103-92 victory over 
the San Antonio Spurs. 
James carried the Heat 
nearly the entire way until 
Bosh hit the shot that put 
Miami ahead for good. Ray 
Allen followed with four free 
throws and James finished 
it off with one more, putting 
the Heat in position to wrap 
it up at home Wednesday 
in Game 5. 

James was 16 of 24 from the 
field and 14 of 19 from the 
free throw line in matching 
the 49 points he scored for 


Cleveland against Orlando 
in the 2009 Eastern Confer¬ 
ence finals. He missed his 
second free throw with 1.1 
seconds left, muttering to 
himself after it fell out. 

Joe Johnson scored 18 
points for the Nets, who 
were 15 of 25 from 3-point 
range in their Game 3 vic¬ 
tory but only 5 of 22 in this 
one. Paul Pierce scored 
16 points, while Deron Wil¬ 
liams and Shaun Livings¬ 
ton each had 13. Dwyane 
Wade scored 15 points on 
the night his Heat postsea¬ 
son record of 46 points was 
shattered. Bosh finished 
with 12. Miami pulled out 
a thrilling victory in a game 
neither team led by dou¬ 
ble digits and has won at 
least one road game in 14 
straight series, breaking the 
record set by the Chicago 
Bulls from 1991-94. 

At Portland, Oregon, Nico¬ 
las Batum had 14 points, 14 
rebounds and eight assists 
to cut San Antonio's ad- 


Federer won't change 
schedule as his family grows 


Miami Heat center Chris Bosh (1) and Brooklyn Nets center Kev¬ 
in Garnett (2) watch Bosh’s tie-breaking three-point shot with 57 
seconds on the clock in the fourth quarter of Game 4 of a sec¬ 
ond-round NBA playoff basketball game at the Barclays Center, 
Monday, May 12, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


vantage in the series to 3-1. 
Portland held Tony Parker 
to 14 points after he had 
scored 29 points or more 
in three of his last four play¬ 
off games. Coach Gregg 
Popovich sat Parker and 
Tim Duncan after Portland 
built a 20-point lead in the 
final quarter. 

The Spurs are looking to 
head to the conference 
finals for the third straight 
season. 

Game 5 is Wednesday 
night in San Antonio. 

No team has ever lost a 
seven-game NBA playoff 
series after going up 3-0. 
The Blazers were the last 
team to take a series to 
seven games after drop¬ 


ping the first three. Port¬ 
land rebounded in the first 
round against Dallas in 


2003 but ultimately lost the 
first-round series’ deciding 
game.Q 





Herneken can 


Chicken wings 


Ham 




34-15 a 


per SCO iPT 


Salmon fillet 
in dill sauce 



Roger Federer of Switzerland listens to reporters' questions during 
a press conference at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in 
Rome, Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Roger Fe- 
derer's decision to return 
to tennis a week after the 
birth of his second set of 
twins has the full support of 
his wife Mirka. And don’t 
expect his schedule to 
change much now that he 
has four kids. 

When the boys were born 
earlier than expected, Fe¬ 
derer consulted with his 


wife and team about play¬ 
ing the Italian Open. 

“And they all said I should 
quickly come and play 
here. So I was like, ‘OK, if 
you don't want me around 
I'll go away,"' Federer re¬ 
counted Tuesday. “That 
was basically it. 

“Things went well, the boys 
are healthy. Mirka's good, 
too,” the 17-time Grand 
Slam champion added. 
“So it’s a great time in our 
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Toronto Blue Jays starting pitcher Mark Buehrle pitches against the Los Angeles 
Angels during first inning American League baseball action in Toronto on 
Monday, May 12, 2014. Associated Press 


AL Capsules 

Continued from Page 1 7 

Order was quickly restored before 
anyone blatantly shoved each oth¬ 
er, and no punches were thrown. 
Norris (2-3) was ultimately ejected 
by plate umpire James Hoye. As 
the right-hander made his way 
toward the Baltimore dugout, he 
shouted once more at Hunter, who 
yelled back. 

Joe Nathan got his eighth save, 
preserving the win for Porcello (6- 
1 ). 

RANGERS 4, ASTROS 0 
HOUSTON (AP) — Colby Lewis 
threw 5 2-3 shutout innings, and 
Adrian Beltre and Rougned Odor 
each homered to lead Texas over 
Houston. 

Lewis (3-2) struck out a season- 
high eight and allowed seven hits 
to improve to 4-0 in his career at 
Minute Maid Park. The right-hander 
bounced back from a poor outing 
against Colorado on Wednesday 
where he allowed seven runs in less 
than four innings. 

Beltre had two hits, including a two- 
run home run to left in the third. 
Odor had two hits, including a run¬ 
scoring single in the fourth and his 
first career home run in the sixth — 
a solo shot into the upper deck in 
right field — to make it 4-0. Prince 
Fielder also had two hits. 

Brad Peacock (0-4) struck out a ca¬ 
reer-high 11 but allowed four runs 
on seven hits in six innings. 
ATHLETICS 5, WHITE SOX 4 
OAKLAND, California (AP) — Jesse 


Chavez struck out seven batters 
and came up an inning short of 
his first career complete game as 
Oakland held on to beat Chicago 
for its season-high fifth straight win. 
Chavez (3-1) gave up five hits and 
walked two. He allowed only solo 
home runs to Dayan Viciedo and 
Jose Abreu, whose major-league 
leading 14th long ball in the ninth 
chased the right-hander. 

Josh Donaldson hit a go-ahead, 
two-run homer in the fifth for Oak¬ 
land, and Josh Reddick hif a tying 
triple in the second off John Danks 
(3-3). Jed Lowrie added a fwo-run 
double in the seventh that proved 
pivotal after the White Sox scored 
three runs in the ninth. 


Left-hander Sean Doolittle record¬ 
ed the final fhree oufs for his sec¬ 
ond save. 

MARINERS 12, RAYS 5 
SEATTLE (AP) — Felix Hernandez 
gof plenty of run support as Se¬ 
attle topped Tampa Bay after hit¬ 
ting two early drives off the top of 
the wall, requiring video reviews on 
consecutive batters. 

James Jones doubled, singled and 
scored in each of the first three in¬ 
nings as the Mariners took a 9-0 
lead. Robinson Cano drove in two 
runs and Hernandez (4-1) cruised 
to the win. 

The rare back-to-back replays 
came in the first inning as Cano 
and then Corey Hart both barely 


missed home runs on flys that hit 
the yellow line atop the fence and 
bounced back. Umpires ruled both 
balls in play, and their calls were 
confirmed. 

Cano wound up with a double 
on his drive to left field. Hart was 
thrown out trying for a double on 
his shot to right. 

INTERLEAGUE 

NEW YORK (AP) — Chris Young hit 
a tiebreaking homer in the eighth 
inning and Jenrry Mejia provided a 
jolt after his reluctant move to the 
bullpen as the previously punchless 
Mets went deep four times to rally 
past the Yankees in the Subway Se¬ 
ries opener. 

Curtis Granderson connected in 
his return to Yankee Stadium, and 
the Mets also got long balls from 
Eric Young Jr. and Travis d’Arnaud 
while overcoming a pair of three- 
run deficits. Lumbering first base- 
man Lucas Duda turned in two 
spectacular defensive plays, start¬ 
ing a game-ending double play 
with runners at the corners by mak¬ 
ing a diving stop of Brian McCann’s 
sharp grounder. 

Taking full advantage of the hitter- 
friendly confines across town, rath¬ 
er than the vast dimensions back 
home at Citi Field, the Mets hit four 
home runs in a game for the first 
time since May 3, 2013, in Atlanta, 
according to STATS. 

In other AL games it was Detroit 4, 
Baltimore 1; N.Y. Mets 9, N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees 7; Toronto 7, L.A. Angels 3; 
Texas 4, Houston 0; Oakland 5, Chi¬ 
cago White Sox 4; and Seattle 12, 
Tampa Bay 5.0 



Anaheim Ducks right wing Devante Smith-Pelly, left, scores 
past Los Angeles Kings goalie Jonathan Quick during the 
second period in Game 5 of an NHL hockey second-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series in Anaheim, Calif., Monday, May 12, 

Associated Press 


NHL Roundup 

Canadiens force Game 7 
with 4-0 win over Bruins 


2014. 

MONTREAL (AP) — Max 

Pacioretty scored a 
goal and had an assist 
in the second period, 
and Carey Price made 
26 saves as the Montre¬ 
al Canadiens blanked 
the Boston Bruins 4-0 on 
Monday to force Game 
7 in their Eastern Confer¬ 
ence semifinal series. 


The series is level af 3-3 
going into Game 7 on 
Wednesday in Boston. 

In the day’s other play¬ 
off, Devante Smith-Pelly 
scored two goals 1:23 
apart in the second 
period as the Anaheim 
Ducks moved to the 
brink of the Western 
Conference finals with a 


4-3 victory over the Los 
Angeles Kings in Game 
5. Pacioretty, who had 
only one assist in the first 
five games, scored and 
set up Thomas Vanek’s 
goal in the second pe¬ 
riod. Lars Eller scored in 
the first for Montreal and 
Vanek added his sec¬ 
ond of the game into an 
empty net with 3:56 left. 
Rookie Nathan Beaulieu, 
the Canadiens’ 2011 
first-round draft pick who 
was given a surprise start 
by coach Michel Ther- 
rien, picked up an as¬ 
sist in his first NHL playoff 
game and was plus-2. 
The Canadiens repeat¬ 
ed the scenario of their 


2011 first-round series 
against the Bruins, win¬ 
ning at home to force a 
Game 7. That year, they 
lost Game 7 in overtime. 
The Bruins went on to win 
the Stanley Cup. 

At Anaheim, California, 
John Gibson made 39 
saves in his second ca¬ 
reer playoff start as the 
Ducks took a 3-2 lead in 
the second-round series 
with their third straight 
victory. 

Nick Bonino and Jakob 
Silfverberg also scored 
for the Ducks, who 
jumped to a three-goal 
lead in the second peri¬ 
od and hung on behind 
their 20-year-old rookie 


goalie, earning the first 
home victory by either 
team in the series. 
Marian Gaborik scored 
two goals for the Kings, 
who will face their fifth 
elimination game of the 
postseason. 

Game 6 is Wednesday 
at Staples Center. 
Gaborik scored his NHL- 
best seventh and eighth 
goals of the postseason, 
including a redirection 
with 5:48 left to trim Ana¬ 
heim’s lead to one goal. 
Los Angeles pressed 
throughout the final min¬ 
utes with a playoff-high 
42 shots, but couldn’t 
beat Gibson for the 
equalizer^ 
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Djokovic returns from injury with win in Rome 



Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns the ball to Radek Stepanek of 
Czech Republic at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic marked his return 
from a right wrist injury by 
beating Czech veteran 
Radek Stepanek 6-3, 7-5 in 
the second round of the 
Italian Open on Tuesday, 
while Italian hope Andreas 
Seppi complained about a 
decisive time violation in a 
loss to Tommy Haas. 

With both new coach Bo¬ 
ris Becker and long-time 
adviser Marian Vajda on 
hand, Djokovic showed 
no signs of pain after with¬ 
drawing from last week’s 
Madrid Open. 

The second-ranked Serb’s 
only trouble came as he 
attempted to close the 
match out, dropping his 
serve twice late in the sec¬ 
ond set before eventually 
finishing it off. 

“I expected to be a little bit 
rusty on the court, the con¬ 
ditions didn't help, but gen¬ 
erally it was a good win," 
Djokovic said, alluding to 


the swirling wind inside the 
Foro Italico stadium. “I'm 
happy with that and hope 
to elevate my performance 
in the next one." 

Djokovic, a two-time Rome 
champion, committed just 
nine unforced errors to Ste- 
panek’s 27. 

It was a sharp contrast 
from Djokovic's last match, 
when he lost to Roger Fe- 
derer in the Monte Car¬ 
lo Masters semifinals last 
month, when he had his 
wrist heavily strapped and 
was unable to serve or re¬ 
turn at his usual level. 

Also advancing was Aus¬ 
tralian Open champion 
Stanislas Wawrinka, who 
routed Spanish qualifier 
Pere Riba 6-0, 6-3. 

In first-round action, the 
15th-seeded Haas over¬ 
came Seppi 6-1,4-6, 6-3. 
The 34th-ranked Seppi 
couldn’t believe it when he 
received his second time 
violation while serving at 
3-3, 30-40 in the third set. 


following his first serve. The 
second violation results in 
a serve being taken away, 
which meant a double 
fault for Seppi and he fhen 
went on to lose the final 
three games. 

“I’ve never received a time 
violation in my life,” he said. 
“I was just waiting because 
the fans were making a bif 
of noise. ... If’s scandalous. 
... And the first one was for 
nothing, too. (Haas) hit a 
drop shot and I had to walk 
back to get the balls. It was 
really uncalled for.” 

In firsf-round women's 
play, Italian wild-card entry 
Camila Giorgi upset ninth- 
seeded Dominika Cibulko- 
va 6-4, 7-6 (2) in a match 
delayed briefly due to rain; 
lOth-seeded Sara Errani of 
Italy eliminated Chanelle 
Scheepers of South Africa 
7-5, 6-3; and nth-seed¬ 
ed Carla Suarez Navarro 
eased past Mona Barthel 
6 - 2 , 6 - 2 . 

There was also an upset in 


the second round, as Petra 
Cetkovska of the Czech Re¬ 
public rallied past seventh- 
seeded Angelique Kerber 
4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

The 22-year-old Giorgi, who 
reached the round of 16 at 
the U.S. Open last year as 
a qualifier, showed off her 
attacking game, stepping 
into the court to whip win¬ 
ners into the corners at ev¬ 


ery opportunity. 

Making her Rome main- 
draw debut, Giorgi had 
loud support on the pic¬ 
turesque Pietrangeli court, 
which is lined with neo-clas¬ 
sical statues. 

“The pressure is positive. It's 
great that the fans come to 
see you,” Giorgi said. “Play¬ 
ing at home happens only 
once per year.” 


Nacer Bouhanni wins 4th Giro stage 
Matthews keeps lead 


BARI, Italy (AP) — French rider 
Nacer Bouhanni won the slip¬ 
pery fourth stage of the Giro 
d’ltalia in a sprint Tuesday as 
the race returned home af¬ 
ter opening with three legs in 
Northern Ireland and Ireland. 
Australian rider Michael Mat¬ 
thews retained the overall 
leader's pink jersey, with orga¬ 
nizers deciding to clock the of¬ 
ficial times with one lap to go of 
a circuit in the southern city of 
Bari because of the rain-slicked 
road. 

Still, there were several falls on 
the final turns. 

Bouhanni didn’t have many 
established sprint rivals to 


contend with at the end and 
clocked nearly 2 1/2 hours over 
the flat 112-kilometer (70-mile) 
route from Giovinazzo to Bari — 
the shortest stage of the three- 
week race. 

It was the sixth win this year and 
the 26th career victory for Bou¬ 
hanni, who rides for the FDJ.fr 
team. 

Giacomo Nizzolo of Italy 
crossed second and Tom Veel- 
ers of the Netherlands was third. 
Matthews — whose Orica- 
GreenEdge team won Friday’s 
opening team time trial — leads 
Italian veteran Alessandro Pet- 
acchi by eight seconds. 

The neutralization was de¬ 


manded by the riders midway 
through the stage, as they 
completed eight laps of the 
finishing circuif. “It was just way 
too slippery,” Matthews said. 

“So we decided together with 
all of fhe GC (general classifi¬ 
cation) riders to neutralize." 

The race sees its first bits of uphill 
action in stage 5 on Wednes¬ 
day, a 203-kilometer (126-mile) 
leg from Taranto to Viggiano 
that concludes with a mild 5-ki¬ 
lometer (3-mile) climb. 

The Giro ends in Trieste on June 

1 . 

France’s Nacer Bouhanni celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 

fourth stage of the Giro d'ltalia. Tour of Italy cycling race, from Giovinazzo to 

Bari, Italy, Tuesday May 13, 2014. 



Associated Press 
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Feed Your Bones 



- By, Dr. Carlos Viana 


Matter comes in three states: 
solid, liquid and gas. Stop 
and think about glass and 
bones. Are they solid, liquid or 
gas? Which did you pick? If 
you choose solid for both, you 
are technically incorrect. We 
hear the objections scream¬ 
ing in your brains. Hold on; ex¬ 
pand your reality of what you 
perceive. 

Glass is technically 
a liquid much like water. So 
why does glass not behave 
like water? The answer is in 
the temperature. At ten be¬ 
low zero water flows nowhere; 
at a thousand degrees glass 
flows easily. Believe it or not, 
even at ambient tempera¬ 
tures, glass, pulled by the 
forces of gravity, flows ever 
so slowly down. There are 
old castles whose glass panes 
have flowed down so the bot¬ 
tom of the pane is much thick¬ 
er than the paper thin top. 
Glass, your see, is a liquid that 
is solid or “frozen” at ambient 
temperatures. 

What about breaking 
glass? Glass at ambient tem¬ 
perature, if forced too much 
will shatter into sharp pieces. 
Automobile “safety” glass is 
two panes of glass melted to¬ 
gether with an inner core of 
plastic to make it more flex¬ 
ible, or shatter-proof. Auto¬ 
mobile glass takes more force 
before breaking into dull piec¬ 
es. 

Bones are more fluid than 
solid. Ask any orthodontist 
who uses braces to rearrange 


and straighten teeth. With 
time and constant pressure, 
teeth imbedded in solid bone 
jaws will slowly flow into a new 
space. Most of our calcium 
is found in bones and teeth. 
People require calcium daily. 
When there is a deficiency of 
calcium in the body, these 
nutrients are “borrowed” from 
our bones and teeth. 

Our skeleton, which serves 
as our structural support, is 
actually constantly chang¬ 
ing, maximizing strength and 
minimizing its mass to meet 
our physiological needs. Os¬ 
teoporosis is a condition char¬ 
acterized by a loss of calcium 
and other minerals from the 
bones, making them more po¬ 
rous and brittle. Porous and 
brittle bones are more suscep¬ 
tible to break and fracture. 
People, aware that osteopo¬ 
rosis has become a big prob¬ 
lem in developing countries, 
supplement with calcium and 
vitamin D for prevention. 

Most physicians as¬ 
sume that the way to treat os¬ 
teoporosis is to prescribe cal¬ 
cium. Years ago I predicted 
this assumption would come 
back to haunt the medical 
profession. The negative con¬ 
sequences of calcium sup¬ 
plementation are finally be¬ 
ing realized and medical re¬ 
searchers now know that their 
assumptions have made bone 
problems worse. 

Calcium supplements 
can raise heart risks in post¬ 
menopausal women. In the 
United States a prescription 
medication that has calcium 
and vitamin D that has been 
used by nearly 10 million peo¬ 
ple to help prevent or treat 
bone loss or osteoporosis, has 
been linked to 2,400 incidents 
of jaw bone decay or Osteo¬ 
necrosis of the jaw. Additional 
people taking these drugs 
have claimed to have such 
debilitating pain that they 


have become bedridden or 
in need of walkers, crutches or 
wheelchairs. 

Understanding this over simpli¬ 
fication of bone density and 
calcium, I have developed 
a treatment approach in our 
clinic, using my biocompat¬ 
ible medical protocol. The first 
thing is to slow down the loss of 
calcium. Medicines that stim¬ 
ulate the thyroid and adrenal 
glands, as well as prolonged 
use of cortisone greatly affect 
calcium status. Steroids and 
artificial hormones, besides 
increasing your risk for some 
cancers, do not treat your 
bones well. Additionally, there 
are drugs that interfere with 
calcium absorption. Drugs 
used to decrease seizures and 
many stomach medicines pre¬ 
vent calcium absorption. 
Operations to stomach or in¬ 
testines; removal of gallblad¬ 
ders; kidney disease; diabetes; 
and alcoholism all contribute 
to poor calcium absorption. 
Perhaps the biggest enemy to 
bone loss is cigarette smoking. 
These problems need to be 
corrected to stop mineral loss 
from your bones. 

The second part of our proto¬ 
col is to encourage the bones 
to become more flexible. Why 
do baby bones not break? 
They are not strong but they 
are flexible. Remember brittle 
glass shatters? Similarly, brittle 
bones shatter. Too much cal¬ 
cium in the bones makes them 
hard and brittle. The current 
test for osteoporosis, a bone- 
scan gives us your bone den¬ 
sity. Bone density does not 
show flexibility. Thick, dense, 
but brittle bones will shatter 
and break easily. 

We begin by replac¬ 
ing not just calcium, but all 
the minerals needed by your 
bones. There are two ways 
to accomplish this. The first is 
to feed your body the miner¬ 
als. Magnesium helps main¬ 


tain normal muscle and nerve 
function, keeps heart rhythm 
steady, supports a healthy 
immune system, and keeps 
bones strong. Nutritionists 
know that, magnesium regu¬ 
lates calcium transportation in 
the body. New studies show 
that magnesium therapy ap¬ 
pears to prevent fractures and 
results in a significant increase 
in bone density in menopausal 
women. 

One of our ways 
to feed your bones is BONE 
SOUP : Use beef, chicken, tur¬ 
key or fish, all animal bones 
are full of collagen important 
for strong healthy bones. Fill 
a large pot half way with any 
kind of bones, include a little 
meat. (Do NOT use Pork. Pork 
is NOT on any healthy diet!) Fill 
the other half with vegetables, 
especially a lot of parsley. Do 
NOT use potatoes, tomatoes 
or eggplant. Add 2 teaspoons 
of vinegar or half a cup of 
wine. Fill with water and boil 
vigorously for 3 hours. Keep 
only the broth. Add a pack¬ 
age of un-flavored gelatin. 
Drink at least a cup a day 
alone or use a stock to cook 
with or add fresh vegetables 
to make soap. 

Avoid acid forming 
foods; these cause your body 
to pull calcium out of your 
bones. Sugars, simple car¬ 
bohydrates and processed 
foods are acid forming. Exer¬ 
cise in moderation is good for 
you. Excessive exercise can 
remove calcium from your 
bones. For joggers, running 
shoes are recommended to 
protect you from shin splints 
and knee problems. However, 
bones need to be stressed to 
be strong. Wearing shoes that 
absorb ALL stress is not good. 
Impact stimulates the flow of 
minerals for your bones. 

Another thing you 
can do to force your bones 
to become stronger is grow 


muscles. Muscles control bone 
production better than cal¬ 
cium supplementation. When 
muscles become bigger and 
stronger through exercise, the 
attached bone grows to sup¬ 
port the musculature. 

Get the point! Your bones are 
alive. Drinking milk for your 
bone health is a myth that has 
no medical basis. Your skel¬ 
eton is your body’s support; 
our clinic is your health sup¬ 
port. Do you want to protect 
your bones from osteoporosis? 
Come in so we can teach you 
how to take care and feed 
your bones naturally. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. 
D. is an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee 
of the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxicol¬ 
ogy (IAOMT), a Rejuvenat¬ 
ing Cell Therapist specializing 
in Age Management, has a 
weekly radio program, writes 
and lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz TEL: 
585-1270 Web Site: www.via- 
naheal.com 

“Prescriptions from Paradise” 

- 2012 International Book 

Award Winner - ta optenible 
na Aruba na Viana Healing 
Center, Tur libreria, Gift shops 
y centro nan di salud di cali- 
dad. tambe ta disponibel 
den forma do print y pa Kin¬ 
dle download pa nos amigo 
nan pa to di Aruba na www. 
amazon.com Pa anuncio nan 
acerca di mas evento nan 
y firmamento di buki check , 
check corant nan local, radio 
y television tambe como riba 
www.vianaheal.com y join e 
discusion riba nos Facebook 
pagina: www.facebook.com/ 
prescriptionsformparadise □ 


Gift Certificates 
Healthy Products 



M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 
WA,l1c~ins Welcovne. 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com „ „ , 

Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


Visit 
Amfrd’s 
Pdrefeet 
Potter 
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HEALING CENTER 

__j * Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 

E[r<|| *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
* Specialized Hormone Testing 


Take Home PARADISE 



Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 
Paperback & EBook on aftMUOfl 
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The doctor’s in _ through webcam, smartphone 



This photo taken May 8, 2014 shows Mark Matulaitis posing with his laptop that he uses for virtual 
house calls with his neurologist in his home in Salisbury, Md. Matulaitis has had Parkinson's disease 
since 2011 and sees a neurologist at the University of Rochester via his laptop and special Skype- 
like software. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mark 
Matulaitis holds out his arms 
so the Parkinson's specialist 
can check his tremors. But 
this is no doctor's office: 
Matulaitis sits in his rural U.S. 
home as a neurologist a 
few hundred miles away 
examines him via the cam¬ 
era in his laptop. 

Welcome to the virtual 
house call, the latest twist 
on telemedicine. It’s in¬ 
creasingly getting atten¬ 
tion in the United States 
as a way to conveniently 
diagnose simple maladies, 
such as whether that runny 
nose and cough is a cold 
or the flu. One company 
even offers a smartphone 
app that lets tech-savvy 
consumers connect to a 
doctor for $49 a visit. 

Now patient groups and 
technology advocates 
are pushing to expand the 
digital care to people with 
complex chronic diseases 
that make a doctor's trip 
more than just an inconve¬ 
nience. 

“Why can’t we provide 
care to people wherever 
they are?” asks Dr. Ray 
Dorsey, a neurologist at 
the University of Roches¬ 
ter Medical Center who is 
leading a national study of 
video visits for Parkinson's 
patients and sees broader 
appeal. 

“Think of taking your mom 
with Alzheimer’s to a big 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — In a 

move to spur sales of the 
Xbox One and catch up 
with rival Sony’s PlaySta¬ 
tion 4, Microsoft Corp. said 
Tuesday it will start selling 
the console without the 
Kinect sensor, which cuts 
$100 from the price. 

The new price of $399 be¬ 
gins June 9. 

Microsoft says it is also al¬ 
lowing entertainment apps 
like Netflix to be used on 
both the Xbox One and 
the older Xbox 360 console 
without having to pay for 
an Xbox Live Gold mem¬ 
bership, which costs $60 a 
year. 


urban medical center. Just 
getting through the park¬ 
ing lot they’re disoriented,” 
he adds. “That's the stan¬ 
dard of care but is it what 
we should be doing?" 
There are hurdles: Medi¬ 
care, the U.S. government 
health program for the el¬ 
derly, covers some forms of 
telehealth, it doesn't typi¬ 
cally pay for in-home video 
exams. Plus, doctors who 
practice by video-chat 
must be licensed in what¬ 
ever states their long-dis¬ 
tance patients live. Some 
states restrict the kind of 
care and prescribing avail¬ 
able via telemedicine. 
About 40 percent of Par¬ 
kinson’s patients in the U.S. 
don’t see a specialist, in 
part because they live too 
far away, even though re¬ 
search suggests those who 
do fare better, according 
to the Parkinson's Action 
Network. 

When Matulaitis, of Mary¬ 
land state, first was diag¬ 
nosed in 2011, his wife had 
to take a day off work to 
drive him more than two 
hours to a Parkinson's clin¬ 
ic. Once he was stabilized 
on medication, Dorsey en¬ 
rolled him in a pilot study of 
video house calls. The set¬ 
up was simple: The doctor 
emailed a link to video soft¬ 
ware designed for patient 
privacy. 

He’s thrilled with the care. 


The membership will con¬ 
tinue to be required for 
multiplayer game mode, 
but it will also provide dis¬ 
counts on games and free 
games. 

Phil Spencer, who was 
named head of Xbox in 
March, said unbundling 
Kinect was important to 
reaching more fans. 

“Value is important,” he 
said in an interview. 
“Making sure you have an 
opening price point that 
can reach as many people 
as possible is critical.” 
Kinect is an accessory that 
detects motion and allows 
users to control the console 


“It's just the same as if 
you’ve ever done Face¬ 
time on an iPhone,” ex¬ 
plained Matulaitis, 59, who 
continues his virtual check¬ 
ups with Dorsey a few times 
a year. “It allows the doc¬ 
tor to see the patient at 
a point where they are at 
their best.” 

Telemedicine is broader 
than a Skype-like doctor 
visit. Foryears, doctors have 
delivered different forms 
of care remotely, from 
the old-fashioned phone 


using their voice. 

Microsoft said last month 
that sales of Xbox One had 
slowed to 1.2 million in the 
quarter through March, 
compared to the 3.9 million 
it sold in the holiday quar¬ 
ter. The total of 5.1 million 
was behind Sony’s 7 mil¬ 
lion in sales of the PS4. Both 
launched in November. 
Spencer added that it no 
longer made sense to re¬ 
serve apps such as Net¬ 
flix and YouTube to pay¬ 
ing subscribers since such 
apps are widely avail¬ 
able on DVD players and 
other Internet-connected 
devices. □ 


call to at-home monitors 
that measure someone’s 
blood pressure and beam 
the information to a clinic. 
Hospitals routinely set up 
on-site video consultations 
with specialists. But the vir¬ 
tual house call is gaining 
interest. Some insurers offer 
versions, such as Wellpoint 
Inc.’s LiveHealth Online ser¬ 
vice. Telemedicine provid¬ 
er American Well is making 
headlines with its direct-to- 
consumer service, offered 
in 44 states. Psychiatrists are 
exploring mental health 
follow-up counseling from 
the privacy of a patient's 
home computer. 

New guidelines from the 
Federation of State Medi¬ 
cal Boards say telemedi¬ 
cine can be OK without 
a prior in-person visit, a 
change expected to influ¬ 
ence licensing regulations 
in a number of states, said 
federation president Dr. 
Humayun Chaudhry. The 
guidelines hold virtual visits 
to the same standards as 
an office visit, including a 
full medical history and in¬ 
formed consent, and say 
patients should be able to 
choose among participat¬ 
ing doctors. The group also 
is finalizing a plan to make 
it easier for doctors to prac¬ 
tice across state lines. 

But does a virtual exam 
translate into better out¬ 
comes for the chronically 


ill? 

“There’s an evidence gap 
that needs to be filled,” said 
Romana Hasnain-Wynia of 
the Patient-Centered Out¬ 
comes Research Institute, 
an agency created under 
the new health care law to 
study which medical treat¬ 
ments and procedures 
work best. 

With a $1.7 million grant 
from PCORI, Dorsey’s 
study is randomly assign¬ 
ing about 200 Parkinson’s 
patients from around the 
country to receive either 
their usual care or added 
virtual checkups from a 
specialist. His pilot studies 
have suggested telemedi¬ 
cine allows needed care 
such as medication adjust¬ 
ments while saving patients 
time. As for people seeking 
even a seemingly simple 
diagnosis, there are other 
questions such as how to 
avoid overprescribing anti¬ 
biotics. Yes, a smartphone 
camera may spot signs of 
strep throat. But national 
guidelines urge a strep 
test before giving antibiot¬ 
ics, to be sure a virus isn't 
to blame. “You have to 
be a touch more thought¬ 
ful when you’re talking 
about new patient rela¬ 
tionships,” said Dr. Joseph 
Kvedar of the Center for 
Connected Health, a divi¬ 
sion of Boston's Partners 
Healthcare. □ 


Microsoft unbundles 
Kinect from Xbox One 
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S&P 500 flirts with 1,900, but ends the day short 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Standard & Poor's 500 in¬ 
dex is flirting with a new 
milestone: 1,900. 

The index briefly climbed 
above that level on Tues¬ 
day before dropping back 
to close just below it. Still, it 
set an all-time closing high 
by a fraction of point. 
Stocks have gained as 
most investors remain op¬ 
timistic that the economy 
will start to accelerate this 
year following a cold win¬ 
ter that stymied growth. 
First-quarter corporate 
earnings came in bet¬ 
ter than expected, giving 
stocks a lift. 

Whether the S&P 500 climbs 
beyond the 1,900 level or 
falls back now depends on 
the how the economy de¬ 
velops, said John Canally, 
chief market strategist for 
LPL Financial. If growth fal¬ 
ters, stocks will likely slide, 
he said. 

“But if the economy can 
deliver ... and the global 


economy can accelerate, 
we’ll look back at 1,900 
and say ‘Yes that was just a 
stop on the way to 2,000,”’ 
he said. 

On Tuesday, the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index rose 
0.8 points, or less than 0.1 
percent, to 1,897.45, after 
climbing as high as 1,902 
in early trading. The index 
first closed above 1,800 on 
Nov. 22. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 19.97 points, 
or 0.1 percent, to 16,715.44. 
The Nasdaq composite 
was the laggard of the 
three. The technology-fo¬ 
cused index fell 13.7 points, 
or 0.3 percent, to 4,130.17. 
Keurig Green Mountain 
was the biggest gainer in 
the S&P 500 index. Its stock 
surged $8.36, or 7.6 per¬ 
cent, to $119.07 after Co¬ 
ca-Cola raised its stake in 
the coffee company. Co¬ 
ca-Cola, the world’s big¬ 
gest beverage company, 
disclosed in a regulatory 
filing that a subsidiary now 
has a 16 percent stake in 



Trader Kenneth Polcari, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Tuesday, 
May 13, 2014. The Standard & Poor's 500 index crossed above 1,900 for the first time Tuesday as 
investors assessed news on retail sales. DirecTV gained on reports that the AT&T is poised to buy 
the company for nearly $50 billion. (AP Photo) 


Keurig. 

Investors were also assess¬ 
ing corporate earnings. 
McKesson jumped $5.77, or 
3.3 percent, to $180 after 
the prescription drug dis¬ 
tributor said Monday its net 


income rose 43 percent 
in its fiscal fourth quarter. 
Its overall earnings got a 
boost from stronger results 
in North America and low¬ 
er costs. 

Beauty products company 


Elizabeth Arden plunged 
$8.13, or 23 percent, to 
$27.50 after it reported an 
unexpected quarterly loss 
and disclosed it has hired 
Goldman Sachs to help it 
explore strategic alterna- 


US businesses boosted stockpiles 0.4% in March 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 

U.S. businesses increased 
their stockpiles in March, 
and sales increased by 
the largest amount in 10 
months. 


February. 

Both months represented 
a solid rebound after a 0.9 
percent sales decline in 
January that was blamed 
in part on the harsh winter 


duction, which would 
lead to stronger economic 
growth. 

Many economists expect 
growth to rebound signifi¬ 
cantly in the second quar- 



Earth-moving and construction equipment is stored on a lot at the Highway Equipment 
Company in Zelienople, Pa. The Commerce Department released positive business inventory 


data for March on Tuesday, M< 

Stockpiles rose 0.4 percent 
after a 0.5 percent rise in 
February, the Commerce 
Department said Tuesday. 
Sales in March jumped 1 
percent, the largest ad¬ 
vance since May, after 
a 0.9 percent increase in 


13, 2014. 

weather. 

The two months of siz¬ 
able gains in sales should 
encourage businesses to 
keep restocking to meet 
rising demand. That would 
mean increased orders to 
factories and rising pro- 


(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 

ter after slowing sharply in 
the first. 

Inventories held by whole¬ 
salers increased 1.1 per¬ 
cent in March, while those 
held by manufacturers 
edged up a tiny 0.1 per¬ 
cent. Inventories at the re¬ 


tail level were unchanged. 
In the January-March 
quarter, the economy 
slowed to a lackluster an¬ 
nual growth rate of 0.1 
percent, a slump that 
economists have attribut¬ 
ed mainly to severe winter 
weather. A slowdown in in¬ 
ventory building subtract¬ 
ed 0.6 percentage point 
from first-quarter growth. 
Economists think the drag 
from slower stockpiling is 
easing in the second quar¬ 
ter as businesses respond 
to stronger sales. 

Many analysts think annu¬ 
al growth will be 3 percent 
or higher in the April-June 
period. In a separate re¬ 
port Tuesday, the govern¬ 
ment said retail sales rose 
just 0.1 percent in April, less 
than expected. But that 
followed a 1.5 percent 
surge in March. 

Economists are forecast¬ 
ing that annual growth 
will hold around 3 percent 
in the second half of the 
year. That pace could pro¬ 
vide the strongest growth 
for fhe overall year since 
2005, fwo years before fhe 
Great Recession hit.Q 


fives. 

Overall, though, first-quar¬ 
ter earnings have come 
in better than analysts ex¬ 
pected. 

Nearly all companies in 
the S&P 500 have reported 
results, and earnings are 
forecast to grow by 3.3 
percent when final figures 
are calculated, accord¬ 
ing to S&P Capital IQ data. 
Three weeks ago, analysts 
were expecting earnings 
to fall 1.1 percent. 

Another encouraging sign 
was that company reve¬ 
nue growth accelerated in 
the quarter to 3.2 percent, 
from 1.6 percent in the 
fourth quarter. 

Despite the positive back¬ 
drop, the stock market's 
move higher this year 
has been more of a grind 
compared with last year's 
surge. Along with worries 
about the U.S., there are 
concerns about growth 
overseas, as well as ten¬ 
sions with Russia after that 
country annexed the 
Crimea region in Ukraine. 
Another factor is that 
stocks, having rallied for 
more than five years, are 
also no longer fhe bargain 
fhey once were.Q 
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BlackBerry launches new smartphone for Indonesia 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— BlackBerry launched 
a new lower-cost smart¬ 
phone designed spe¬ 
cifically for Indonesia on 
Tuesday in an attempt to 
win back market share 
that has plunged in recent 
years but remains higher 
than in many other na¬ 
tions. 


The BlackBerry Z3, Jakarta 
Edition, was launched at 
a glitzy hotel in the capi¬ 
tal, Jakarta. The company 
said it will go on sale Thurs¬ 
day for $ 191, considerably 
less than its higher-priced 
Z10 and Q10 devices. 
Analysts say the lack of a 
lower-priced phone has 
hurt Blackberry in Indone¬ 


sia. The phone is the first to 
be launched under new 
BlackBerry Ltd. Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive John Chen, who 
took the helm late last 
year. 

“The Jakarta Edition was 
designed specifically with 
our Indonesian customers 
in mind," Chen said in a 
statement. It has a 5-inch 


screen and includes Indo¬ 
nesian apps and content. 
Although it is designed 
for Indonesia, Blackberry 
hopes to eventually sell 
the phone in six other Asia 
countries, including Ma¬ 
laysia, Vietnam, India and 
the Philippines. 

BlackBerry once dominat¬ 
ed the smartphone mar¬ 


ket in Indonesia, but has 
struggled in recent years 
amid increased compe¬ 
tition from rivals such as 
Apple and Samsung. 
Indonesia, a nation of 240 
million people with South¬ 
east Asia's largest econ¬ 
omy, has experienced 
a tech boom in recent 
years.Q 


Valeant Pharma plans improved offer for Allergan 


The Associated Press 

Valeant Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals will not easily accept 
rejection in its bid to ac¬ 
quire Botox maker Aller¬ 
gan for nearly $46 billion. 
A day after Allergan for¬ 
mally turned down the 
unsolicited offer, Vale¬ 
ant said it will improve 
that proposal to show its 
commitment to getting a 
deal done. 

“We are prepared to pay 
a full and fair price, but 
consistent with our track 
record, we will remain 
financially disciplined,” 
Valeant Chairman and 
CEO Michael Pearson 
said Tuesday in a letter to 
Allergan Inc. sharehold¬ 
ers. 

Valeant Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals International Inc. 
plans a May 28 webcast 
to discuss why it believes 
its proposal is better than 
Allergan’s plan to remain 
a stand-alone company. 
Allergan, based in Irvine, 
California, hosted its 
own conference call on 
Monday and spent more 
than an hour detailing its 
growth prospects. 
Allergan said that Va- 
leant's uncertain long¬ 
term growth prospects 
and business model cre¬ 
ate a risk for Allergan 
shareholders, especially 
given the stock compo¬ 
nent of the offer. It also 


questioned in a letter to 
Pearson Valeant's cost¬ 
cutting plans and wheth¬ 
er that would harm the 
long term viability of its 


business. 

Valeant promised to ad¬ 
dress concerns raised by 
Allergan on its own call. 


It noted that Allergan re¬ 
jected its bid without dis¬ 
cussing it with Valeant. 
“On the call, we will dis¬ 
cuss why our proposal 


offers greater short, inter¬ 
mediate, and long-term 
shareholder value by 
managing Allergan’s as¬ 


sets under Valeant’s op¬ 
erating model,” Pearson 
wrote in Tuesday’s letter. 
Last month, the Cana¬ 
dian drugmaker and ac¬ 


tivist investor Bill Ackman 
proposed exchanging 
each Allergan share for 
$48.30 in cash and a por¬ 


tion of Valeant’s stock. 
Allergan stockholders 
would own 43 percent of 
the combined company 
under that proposal. 
Ackman’s Pershing 
Square Capital Manage¬ 
ment LP, Allergan’s larg¬ 
est shareholder with a 9.7 
percent stake, agreed to 
take only stock if the deal 
went through. It would 
remain as a long-term 
shareholder of the com¬ 
bined company. 

Shortly after Valeant and 
Ackman made their of¬ 
fer public, Allergan an¬ 
nounced a so-called 
poison pill plan, a defen¬ 
sive tactic that makes a 
buyout prohibitively ex¬ 
pensive. Allergan also 
told Valeant that it didn’t 
want to discuss a tie-up, 
but said that it would 
evaluate the offer. 

Credit Suisse analyst Dr. 
Vamil Divan said in a re¬ 
search note he expect¬ 
ed Valeant to make a 
more compelling offer to 
convince most Allergan 
shareholders "to accept 
the short-term gains and 
certainty that the deal 
provides over the steady 
long-term share price ap¬ 
preciation that (Allergan) 
is proposing.” 

Allergan shares were up 
more than 2 percent to 
$161.83 shortly before 
markets opened.□ 



William Ackman, of Pershing Square Capital Management, speaks in Toronto. It was announced 
this week that Botox maker Allergan is rejecting a takeover bid from Valeant Pharmaceuticals, 
saying that the unsolicited bid worth nearly $46 billion undervalues the company and carries 
significant risk. Shortly after Canada's Valeant and activist investor Ackman made their offer 
public last month, Allergan announced a so-called poison pill plan, a defensive tactic that 
makes a buyout prohibitively expensive. (AP Photo/Pawel Dwulit) 


Airbus plane orders down in Q1, profits up 


PARIS (AP) — Airbus Group 
said Tuesday that orders 
for its jets slumped in the 
first quarter, but profits rose 
and it hopes to put its A350 
long-range jet into service 
by the end of the year. 

The European plane mak¬ 
er, Boeing’s chief rival, said 
in a statement that it took 


in 103 orders in the quar¬ 
ter, worth 21.1 billion eu¬ 
ros (US$28.9 billion). That 
is down from 410 orders in 
the first quarter of 2013. 
CEO Tom Enders said Air¬ 
bus isn’t changing its 2014 
outlook, which predicts a 
stable year compared to 
2013. But he said the com¬ 


pany faces “many chal¬ 
lenges” and is focusing on 
“improvement and restruc¬ 
turing plans.” The group, 
formerly known as EADS, 
confirmed plans for 5,800 
job cuts as it restructures its 
defense and space busi¬ 
ness, Chief Financial Offi¬ 
cer Harald Wilhelm said. 


The company saw overall 
sales up 5 percent to 12.6 
billion euros in the first quar¬ 
ter, from 12.1 billion euros 
in the same quarter a year 
ago. Profits nearly doubled 
to 439 million euros in the 
quarter. Aircraft deliveries 
were down slightly in the 
quarter to 141 from 144 


last year. Airbus is pinning 
hopes on success for the 
A350, a competitor to Boe¬ 
ing’s 787, and said Tuesday 
the A350 should complete 
certification in the third 
quarter. After years of de¬ 
lays and cost overruns, Wil¬ 
helm said the program is in 
a “critical phase.”□ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ nerve; part 
of the eye 

6 Sitting on 

10 Face, slangily 

14 One of the 
Judds 

15 Smokeyor Yogi 

16 Lie next to 

17 Burst forth 

18 Cookie recipe 
verb 

19 Ripped 

20 One who 
dashes in his 
birthday suit 

22 Hunt for food 

24 June 6,1944 

25 Restricted 

26 Wall or Easy 

29 Poisonous 

30 Edgar Allan _ 

31 Suspicious 

33 Wedding cake 
layers 

37 Provo’s state 

39 Sully, as 
someone’s 
reputation 

41 Zone 

42 Train station 

44 Hay bundles 

46 Four qts. 

47 Cherished 

49 Prior to 

51 Shake with fear 

54 Relinquish 

55 Tough cord of 
bodily tissue 

56 Thin thread 

60 Additionally 

61 Frosted 

63 Forbidden 

64 Murdered 

65 Pigeon coop 

66 Arm joint 

67 Brass 
instrument 

68 Water jug 

69 Classroom 
furniture 

DOWN 

1 Dollar bills 

2 Role 

3 Sightseeing trip 

4 Slow the 
progress of 


5 Fortress 

6 Monastery 

7 Drop of joy or 
sorrow 

8 Furniture wood 

9 First part of a 
word, often 

10 Actress Heaton 

11 German sub 

12 Sudden 
increase 

13 Lively horse 
21 Middleton and 

Winslet 
23 Leave out 

25 Faithful 

26 Tater 

27 Carry 

28 Gather crops 

29 _ on; trample 
32 Glowing coal 

fragment 

34 Consequently 

35 Bring up, as 
children 

36 Store event 

38 _ the fort; take 
care of things 
while others 
are away 


40 Refuse to obey 
43 _ list; paper 
full of chores 
45 Calmed with 
Valium, e.g. 

48 “City of 
Canals” 

50 Girl or woman 

51 Hidden supply 


52 Dolly!” 

53 Racer car 
driver A1 Jr. 

54 Apple drink 

56 Celebration 

57 Diminishes 

58 Cozy recess 

59 Hauls behind 
62 Milk producer 
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Fla man pleads 
guilty in bitcoins- 
for-drugs buy 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — A 

southwest Florida man 
pleaded guilty to using 
bitcoins to buy a massive 
amount of drugs via the 
now-shuttered Silk Road 
website, federal authorities 
said Tuesday. 

Thirty-four-year-old Angel 
Quinones imported at least 
9,193 grams of MDMA, also 
known as Ecstasy, from a 
Dutch supplier between 
2012 and 2013, with the 
intention of selling it in the 
U.S., according to a news 
release from the U.S. At¬ 
torney's Office in Tampa. 

He was one of the largest 
wholesale re-distributors 
of illegal drugs on the Silk 
Road black market web¬ 
site in the United States, the 
release said. 

Cornells Jan Slomp, 23, sold 
Quinones wholesale quan¬ 
tities of MDMA on credit in 
2012, and then Quinones 
sold the drugs via Silk Road 
and split the proceeds 
with Slomp, authorities said 
in the news release. Qui¬ 
nones used several post 
office boxes throughout 
southwest Florida to ship 
and receive the drugs, 
they said. 

The authorities added that 
Slomp sent Quinones bit- 
coins generated from Silk 
Road drug transactions to 
be converted into cash. □ 

FOR SALE by owner 
Condo in Tierra del Sol 

first floor facing Golf Course 
3 bdr move in condition 
Fully Furnished with new 
furniture and appliances 
Call in USA 203-526-9329 or 
203 722 5647 

201910 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Divi Aruba 

Studios or one bedroom units 
may 15 to dec. 13, also can be 
used at Barbados, Bonaire, St. 
Croix, St Martin. Rentals 
considered. 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Aruba Beach Club 

Superior room wk 19, may 10 to 
17 rm 157, 2 queen beds sleeps 
4, full kitchen, $2350 also 
weeks 26, 32,40 for sale 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 


Classifieds 


Scotland jtr 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


v.arubaqualityapartments.com A- a (Uf 
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Qualily Apartments 

'Sfudio £ Laft Apts. ully FimShed 
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Us s Thdn [ mile fram Erigie fleric h d 4 nfifnifltfti 
Feel free to eantMt or visit us 
Man - Fhi: Gum-7 pm. Sot A Sun: 9am-5pm. 



Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious layout, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle. Total construction 
305m 2 plus wooden deck 
of 21 m 2 , on 605m 2 land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
1 fa system and storage area. 


Qr*jK 
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Aruba Real Estate 


us $ 549. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


T#DAY 


B#NDIA 


How to us! 




FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
ADVERTISING IN THE ARUBA TODAY 


AVISO@BONDIA.COM 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1 bdrm full furnished apartment 
with bathroom, kitchen and 
small livingroom 1 person 
Afl. 1200 -2 person Afl.1500 
plus 1 month deposit, all 
inclusive, excl electricity. 

Call 594-9069 

201925 

SWIMMING LESSONS 
Private or small groups 

for children or adults 
Call: 594-9069 

201925 

PROPERTY LAND 
FOR SALE 

93.250 M2 in Catashi Sta. Cruz 
Price: U$15.= / m2 
Call: 735-7525 

201929 

Hot Red week Resales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 Bedroom wk 17 and 18 room 
#229C 

1 Bedroom week 17 and 18 
room #229A 

Thursday chek in ocean view 
price $4500 each 
Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_ 201932 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 

we rent, sell and buy 
Free listings, free information, 
28 years experience. 

More info 

Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201932 

Hot Red week Resales 
Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold season wk 18-50 

1 bdrm ocean view $8000 
Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season wk 18-50 

2 bdrm ocean view $11000 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201932 

Hot Red week Resales 
Divi Village 

2 bdrm, 2 bath 
week 18/19 room #3506 
25 weeks remain on contract 
10 can be accelerated 
maintenance fee $947 
Price:$11Keach 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


SBP 

Violence Against Women 


DOCTOR 

? ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Mungra 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 

S. NlCOLAS:Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

May 14 

Jewel of the Seas 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel_ 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
_ Tel_ 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Wandering Oregon wolf may have found a mate 


MEDFORD, Oregon (AP) — 

Oregon’s famous wander¬ 
ing gray wolf, OR-7, may 
have found the mate he 
has trekked thousands of 
miles (kilometers) looking 
for, wildlife authorities said 
Monday. It's likely the pair 
spawned pups, and if con¬ 
firmed, the rare predators 
would be the first breeding 
pair of wolves in the north¬ 
western state's Cascade 
Range since the early 
1900s. 

Officials said cameras in 
the southern Cascades 
captured several images 
of what appears to be a fe¬ 
male wolf in the same area 
where OR-7's GPS collar 
shows he has been living. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist John Stephenson 
said it is not proof, but it is 
likely the two wolves mat¬ 
ed over the winter and are 
rearing pups that would 
have been born in April. 
Biologists won't start look¬ 
ing for a den until June, 
to avoid endangering the 
pups. 

“It's amazing that he ap¬ 
pears to have found a 
mate,” Stephenson said. “I 
didn’t think it would hap¬ 
pen. It makes me more im¬ 
pressed with the ability of 
wolves to survive and find 
one another.” 

Young wolves typically 
leave their pack and strike 
out for a new territory, hop¬ 
ing to find a mate and start 
a new pack. 

OR-7 has been looking for 
a mate since leaving the 



This remote camera photo taken May 3, 2014 and provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, shows the wolf OR7 in southwest 


Oregon's Cascade Mountains. 

Imnaha pack in northeast¬ 
ern Oregon in September 
2011. His travels have taken 
him thousands of miles (kilo¬ 
meters) as he crossed high¬ 
ways, deserts and ranches 
in Oregon, moved down 
the spine of the Cascade 
Range deep into Northern 
California and then back to 
Oregon, all without getting 


shot, having an accident 
or starving. Along the way, 
he was photographed by a 
hunter's trail camera in the 
Cascades outside Medford 
and by a biologist informing 
ranchers in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia he was in the area. 
Federal Endangered Spe¬ 
cies Act protections for 
wolves have been lifted 


in eastern Oregon, where 
the bulk of them reside, but 
they remain in force in the 
Cascades. Protections for 
the animals have also end¬ 
ed in the last several years 
in the Northern Rockies and 
western Great Lakes. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has proposed end¬ 
ing the listing across most 


Associated Press 

of the rest of the country 
as populations have re¬ 
bounded. A final decision is 
expected later this year. 
Officials had planned to let 
OR-7’s GPS collar die, but 
now that he appears to 
have found a mate, he will 
be fitted with a new one 
this summer to monitor the 
pack.Q 
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€ Where dreams come true 

Massage & Escort services 

BEAUTIFUL 
LATIN 
WOMEN 

for adults 

Sweet and Sensual 
Service 24/7 




Massage and escort service 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Red Light Tour 

Bachelor Party Specialized, the best in the Caribbean 

Call: 565-9535 
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A ‘View’ without Barbara Walters after this week 



This March 26,2014 photo provided by ABC shows, co-host Barbara Walters on “The View,” in New 
York. On Friday, May 16,2014, capping a spectacular half-century run she began as the so-called 
“Today” Girl, Walters will exit ABC’s “The View.” 

Associated Press 

Alec Baldwin arrested 
in NYC after bike flap 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013 file photo, actor Alec Baldwin 
leaves criminal court in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — When 
Barbara Walters came on 
the scene, John Kennedy 
was in the White House, a 
motorist could fill ‘er up for 
three bucks and no one 
had heard of the Beatles. 
On Friday, capping a spec¬ 
tacular half-century run 
she began as the so-called 
“Today" Girl, Walters says 
goodbye to ABC’s “The 
View.” 

Behind the scenes she will 
remain as an executive 
producer of the New York- 
based talk show she creat¬ 
ed 17 years ago, and she’ll 
make ABC News appear¬ 
ances as events warrant 
and stories catch her eye. 
“It’s not as if I’m walking 
into the sunset," cautions 
Walters, who at 84 looks a 
decade or two younger 
as she nurses black coffee 
in her dressing room amid 
a tireless pace that, in the 
same breath, she insists will 
soon be coming to a halt: 
“I’m NOT going to be doing 
a five-day-a-week show, 
and I’m NOT going after 
every big ‘get.’” 

On Thursday's “The View," 
all 11 past and present co¬ 
hosts reunite to honor her as 
she retires from daily tele¬ 
vision. Hours after her big 
farewell on Friday's “View" 
(seen weekdays at 11 a.m. 
EDT), “Barbara Walters: 

Her Story” airs as a two-hour 
retrospective (9 p.m. EDT). 
“Then on May 17,” she 
pledges, “I’m going to be 
sleeping until noon. May 
18, I'm going to sleep until 
noon.” But what about the 
day after that? “People ask 
me, ‘How are you gonna 
feel?' I don’t know! It's a 
new chapter!” 

Not just for her. Since the 
early 1960s, Walter has 
served as a journalistic 
throughline for her viewers, 
an arbiter connecting the 
dots during five decades 
of events, newsmakers 
and stars at NBC's “Today" 
(from 1961 to 1976), as the 
first woman co-anchor of 
ABC’s “World News To¬ 
night,” on her scores of 
“big get” specials and a 
quarter-century co-hosting 
“ 20 / 20 .” 

And she did it after starting 
out as a “Girl” who crashed 
the “Mad Man"-esque 
world of TV news' male 


dominance. 

Asked to speculate on 
what might land her name 
in history books, she cites 
the “many really wonder¬ 
ful young women now on 
television. If I helped to 
pave the way, that’s more 
important than if anyone 
remembers my name. 

“And my longevity on the 
air," she adds as a backup 
legacy: “That one can work 
as long as I've worked, and 
still be vital — it demon¬ 
strates there’s no age limit 
for people. 

And there shouldn’t be!” 
Walters announced her re¬ 
tirement more than a year 
ago, and emphasizes it was 
her choice, motivated be¬ 
cause, well, it just seemed 
time. “But I feel great,” she 
says. “I’m in perfect health. 
I've got a lot of energy.” 
Not that she dismisses 
broader implications of 
this looming new passage 
awaiting her. 

“I’m walking away from 
a career of 38 years, just 
at ABC News. So I think, 
‘What’s the next mile¬ 
stone?’ The next milestone 
is DEATH!" A wry laugh. 
“Oh, thanks a LOT!” 

But as Walters' career thus 
far has made clear, she is 
nothing if not defiant, with 
a lifetime spent challeng¬ 
ing assumptions and nay¬ 
sayers. 

Just ask Bill Geddie, who 
continues as co-executive 
producer of “The View” 
with Walters in a partner¬ 
ship born some 25 years 
ago. 

Back then, Geddie, a for¬ 
mer “Good Morning Amer¬ 
ica" producer in his early 
30s, had grabbed her offer 
to produce Walters’ prime¬ 
time specials — and did it, 
he recalls, against every¬ 
one’s advice. 

“They said, ‘She’s got two, 
maybe three more years. 
Nobody’s gonna watch a 
woman over 60."' And he 
laughs. 

“I don't think they realized, 
even by that time, how 
driven she was, how good 
she was, how this was not 
just a job for her, this was 
her life.” 

Geddie acknowledges 
that now, finally, Walters 
faces a profound change 
in her storied life. □ 


JAKE PEARSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Actor 
Alec Baldwin was arrested 
and issued two summonses 
after allegedly acting bel¬ 
ligerently toward two offi¬ 
cers who had stopped him 
for riding his bicycle the 
wrong way down a New 
York City street, police said 
Tuesday. 

The “30 Rock” star was rid¬ 
ing his bike the wrong way 


at 16th Street and Fifth Av¬ 
enue near Union Square 
Park in Manhattan when 
he was stopped at about 
10:15 a.m. and asked to 
show identification, they 
said. 

That’s when Baldwin, 56, 
refused to show his ID 
and acted belligerently, 
prompting the officers to 
handcuff him and take 
him, and his bicycle, to a 
nearby precinct, they said. 


Baldwin was issued two 
summonses — for riding a 
bike the wrong way down 
a street and for disorderly 
conduct — and was then 
released, police said. 

He is scheduled to ap¬ 
pear in Manhattan Crimi¬ 
nal Court on the disorderly 
conduct summons July 24. 
A representative for Bald¬ 
win didn't immediately 
return a request for com¬ 
ment. But from his verified 
Twitter account, Baldwin 
said he’d been hand¬ 
cuffed for riding the wrong 
way on Fifth Avenue and 
posted the last name and 
badge number of fhe ar¬ 
resting officer. 

He also tweeted that pho¬ 
tographers outside his 
home terrified his daughter 
and disparaged New York 
City, calling it “a misman¬ 
aged carnival of stupidity.” 
The Oscar- and Tony- 
nominated-actor is known 
for his incendiary temper, 
most notably exposed 
when a voice mail of him 
berating his now-teenage 
daughter, Ireland Baldwin, 
came to light in 2007. He 
later said the message hor¬ 
rified him. □ 
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ABC adds 12 new shows, 
including Viola Davis drama 


This May 12, 2014 photo released by The Publicity Office shows 
Norm Lewis, left, and Sierra Boggess acknowledging applause 
on the pair’s opening night with the Broadway production of The 
Phantom of the Opera at The Majestic Theatre, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Broadway welcomes 
its first black 
‘Phantom’ lead 



This March 2, 2014 file photo shows actress Viola Davis at the 
Oscars in Los Angeles. ABC says it is adding a dozen new series 
to its schedule next season, including its third drama from pro¬ 
ducer Shonda Rhimes. 

Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A thun¬ 
derous standing ovation 
congratulated Norm Lewis 
as he became the first 
black actor to take on the 
title role in Broadway’s “The 
Phantom of the Opera.” 
The Tony Award nominee, 
who brought his deep and 
rich voice as Porgy to the 
recent “Porgy and Bess” re¬ 
vival, made his “Phantom" 
debut Monday night oppo¬ 
site a returning Sierra Bog¬ 
gess as Christine. 


This book cover image re¬ 
leased by Simon and Schuster 
shows “The Possibilities,” by 
Kaui Hart Hemmings. 

Associated Press 

MICHELLE SCHERAGA 
Associated Press 


Lewis played John in “Miss 
Saigon” on Broadway, Ja- 
vert on Broadway in “Les 
Miserables" in 2006 and was 
in the shows “Side Show,” 
“’The Little Mermaid,” ‘’Chi¬ 
cago” and “Sondheim on 
Sondheim.” 

Lewis is the first black 
Phantom on Broadway, 
although Robert Guillau¬ 
me played the role in the 
Los Angeles production in 
1990. Lewis’ debut in the 
musical makes him Broad¬ 
way’s 13th Phantom. 


In the resort town of Breck- 
enridge, Colorado, Sarah 
St. John is mourning her 
son. Cully, who died in an 
avalanche while snow¬ 
boarding. 

Author Kaui Hart Hemmings 
demonstrates a light touch 
with heavy subject mat¬ 
ter in “The Possibilities” as 
Sarah, her father, her friend 
Suzanne and Cully's father, 
who had been a summer 
fling when Sarah was in her 
20s, navigate through their 
loss and a world without 
Cully, as they learn about 
the kind of man Cully had 


NEW YORK (AP) — ABC will 
add a new drama from 
“Scandal" and “Grey’s 
Anatomy” powerhouse 
producer Shonda Rhimes 
to its schedule in the fall, 
giving her ownership of 
Thursday night on a net¬ 
work that's lagging behind 
its competitors among 
advertiser-favored young 
adults. 

Rhimes' “How to Get Away 
With Murder," a legal thrill¬ 
er starring Viola Davis, is 
among 12 new series that 
will occupy an ABC sched¬ 
ule that's heavy on crime 
dramas and rich in ethnic 
diversity. Rhimes is “one of 
the greatest voices on tele- 


become. Sarah resists sen¬ 
timental forms of grief, and 
turns away from what she 
considers generic support 
(as when an acquaintance 
suggests she join Parents 
Against Avalanche Disas¬ 
ter). While she knows that, 
three months after Cully’s 
death, it’s time to move 
on, she is reluctant to do 
so, especially as she learns 
how little she really knew 
her son. We feel her loss on 
every page. 

There’s a somewhat pre¬ 
dictable plot point involv¬ 
ing a young woman who 


vision," ABC Entertainment 
Group President Paul Lee 
said Tuesday before the 
network presented its new 
schedule to advertisers. 
“Grey’s Anatomy” will 
move to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
followed by “Scandal” at 
9 p.m. “How to Get Away 
With Murder” will close out 
the evening at 10 p.m. That 
will bolster what has been 
a weak 8 p.m. slot for ABC 
and give the new drama a 
strong launching pad, Lee 
said. 

“Scandal" will air opposite 
NBC's hit series “The Black¬ 
list” later in the new season, 
but Lee said he’s confident 
his series will stand up to the 


knew Cully showing up on 
Sarah's doorstep, and it fol¬ 
lows a somewhat predict¬ 
able narrative arc, right up 
to the point where it devi¬ 
ates elegantly into some¬ 
thing more realistic and ul¬ 
timately more meaningful. 
I have no doubt that Hem¬ 
mings knew she was writing 
a well-worn trope and ac¬ 
tively fought against it. 
Those who enjoyed Hem¬ 
mings’ debut, “The De¬ 
scendants” (or the movie 
directed by Alexander 
Payne), will find much to 
like here. 


challenge, especially as 
viewers adept at time-shift¬ 
ing have allowed dueling 
series to both perform well. 
Medical soap opera 
“Grey’s Anatomy" can be 
racy, but Lee said it will 
have appropriate content 
for the first hour of prime 
time, traditionally home for 
more family-friendly pro¬ 
gramming. 

ABC and its heavily fe¬ 
male audience ranks third 
in viewership this season 
behind CBS and NBC, but 
is fourth among the 18-to- 
49-year-old demographic 
it cares most about. The 
network, known for its 
multi-ethnic casts, is add¬ 
ing shows focused primar¬ 
ily on non-white characters 
or with minority creators 
— something often miss¬ 
ing from major broadcast 
networks. The new sitcoms 
include “Black-ish,” starring 
Anthony Anderson and 
Tracee Ellis Ross as a sub¬ 
urban family trying to em¬ 
brace their African-Ameri¬ 
can identity, and “Fresh off 
the Boat," about an immi¬ 
grant Chinese family pursu¬ 
ing the American dream 
in the 1990s and based on 
chef Eddie Huang’s mem¬ 
oir with the same title. “Cris- 
tela," another comedy, is 
about an ambitious law 
student (Cristela Alonzo) 
at odds with her traditional 
Mexican-American family. 
John Ridley of “12 Years a 
Slave” created the gritty 
“American Crime,” a dra¬ 
ma about a murder with 
racial overtones that fea¬ 
tures former “Desperate 
Housewives” star Felicity 
Huffman. 

ABC hits “Modern Family" 
and “Scandal” have ben¬ 
efited from their inclusivity, 
Lee said. 

“America has changed,” 
he said. “We see that in the 
election cycle and we see 
that in everything.” 

Other new dramas include 
“Secrets and Lies,” starring 
Ryan Phillipe as a murder 
suspect trying to prove his 
innocence, and “Forever," 
with loan Gruffudd as a 
New York City medical ex¬ 
aminer with a secret: He's 
immortal. 


Novel treats heavy subject 
matter with light touch 
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More Chopsticks, Please 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 
HANOI, Vietnam - By an acci¬ 
dent of scheduling, I’ve visited 
Kiev and Hanoi in the last couple 
weeks, and it’s been acciden¬ 
tally extremely revealing. Ukraine 
is a middle power living next to 
a giant bear, and Vietnam is a 
middle power living next to a 
giant tiger. Ukraine is struggling 
with how to deal with a declin¬ 
ing Russia that is looking for dig¬ 
nity in all the wrong places - like 
in Crimea - and Vietnam is strug¬ 
gling with how to deal with a ris¬ 
ing China that is looking for oil 
in all the wrong places - like in 
Vietnam’s territorial waters. Rus¬ 
sia’s attitude toward Ukraine has 
been: “Marry me, or I’ll kill you.” 
And China’s toward Vietnam has 
been a variation of that line from 
“There Will Be Blood”: “I have a 
long straw, so I think I’ll drink my 
milkshake and yours.” 

Meanwhile, America is trying to 
figure out how to buttress both 
Vietnam and Ukraine in their 
struggles with their giant neigh¬ 
bors without getting entangled 
in either dispute. And in my jet- 
lagged torpor, all I’ve been try¬ 
ing to do is make sure I don’t 
order Chicken Kiev in Hanoi and 
Chicken Spring Rolls in Kiev. 

Both conflicts tell us a lot about 
the post-post-Cold War world. 
Neither Russia’s intervention in 
Ukraine nor China’s in Vietnam’s 
territorial waters is based on 
grand ideology or global aspi¬ 
ration. Both are about regional 
control, spurred by nationalism 
and resource competition. 
Another similarity is that both Rus¬ 
sia and China have not engaged 
in traditional crossborder aggres¬ 
sion with their neighbors, choos¬ 
ing instead to operate behind 
cutouts. Russia used “little green 
men” in Ukraine - camouflaged 
pro-Russia gunmen whose identi¬ 
ties are unclear - and China de¬ 
ployed a flotilla of 70 civilian ves¬ 
sels and just a few navy ships to 
the South China Sea. They towed 
a giant deep-sea drilling rig 130 
nautical miles off the coast of 
Vietnam - well within Vietnam’s 
continental shelf but also in 
range of the disputed Paracel 
Islands that China claims are its 
own and therefore entitle Beijing 
to control a wide arc of surround¬ 
ing waters. 

Vietnamese TV has been airing 
an animated re-enactment of 
the confrontation: When a Viet¬ 
namese navy patrol boat chal¬ 
lenged a larger Chinese vessel, 
it rammed the Vietnamese ship, 
wounding six sailors. Then an¬ 
other Chinese ship used a giant 
water cannon to shoo away the 
Vietnamese boats. It’s a huge 
story here in Hanoi. 

In both cases, Russia and China 


used tactics firm enough to get 
their way but calibrated not to 
galvanize the international com¬ 
munity to react much. China’s 
timing, though, right after Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s visit to the 
region - when he criticized Chi¬ 
na’s expansive maritime claims 
- seemed to be a squirt gun in his 
face. 

“It has been a real shock for the 
whole region,” Ha Huy Thong, the 
vice chairman of the foreign af¬ 
fairs committee of the Vietnam¬ 
ese parliament told me. “They 
use civilian vessels, and then if 
you attack them they say, ‘Why 
did you attack our civilians?”’ 

But Vietnam has limited options. 
China “is a rising power. The 
question is how can we deal with 
it?” Thong said. “It is not only a 
violation of our territory but of in¬ 
ternational law.” 

The only way to deter such re¬ 
gional powers when they bully 
one neighbor is with a coalition 
of all the neighbors. But such co¬ 
alitions are hard to build when 
the threat is to just one country, is 
relatively low level and when the 
threatening country (China or 
Russia) controls so much trade to 
the rest of Asia in the case of Chi¬ 
na and so much gas to Ukraine 
and Europe in the case of Russia. 
“We have a saying in Vietnam¬ 
ese,” added Thong: “It’s easy 
to break two chopsticks, but 
it’s very hard to break a bundle 
of them.” Until such a coalition 
gets built, Vietnam - in an irony 
of history - finds itself now look¬ 
ing to America for more protec¬ 
tion from its historical predator, 
China. 

Le Duy Anh, 24, a lecturer at Ha¬ 
noi’s FPT School of Business (FSB), 
remarked to me when I visited 
his campus that whenever Chi¬ 
na does something to Vietnam 
these days people go to the U.S. 
Embassy in Hanoi and demon¬ 
strate. For so many years, Viet¬ 
namese fought a war with Ameri¬ 
cans “trying to get you out,” he 
said, “and now we are demon¬ 
strating to get you to intervene. 
We don’t want bloodshed, so we 
need someone to tell someone 
else to calm down.” 

So Americans may think we’ve 
lost influence in the world, but, 
the truth is, many people out 
here want our “presence” more 
than ever. This is especially true of 
those living on the borders of Rus¬ 
sia and China, who are each sort 
of half in and half out of today’s 
globalization system - beneficia¬ 
ries of its trading and investment 
regimes but revisionists when it 
comes to playing by all the rules 
in their own neighborhoods. We 
may not be so interested in the 
world, but a lot of the world is 
still interested in us - and say¬ 
ing: “Yankee come hither” more 
than “Yankee go home.” 

We’re not going to go to war on 
either front. And Russia and Chi¬ 
na also have claims and interests 
that bear consideration. But if we 
are to persuade Moscow and 
Beijing to resolve these border 
disputes peacefully, not unilat¬ 
erally, we’ll clearly need a few 
more chopsticks in our bundle. 
Which is why America’s ability to 
build coalitions is as vital today as 
the exercise of its own powerQ 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - So much for all 
the cozy hugs and soothing cold 
calls and fun selfies and humble 
gestures and talk of mercy, love, 
inclusion, equality and justice. 
Pope Francis appears guilty of 
condoning that most base Vati¬ 
can sport: bullying nuns. 

The cool pope suddenly doesn’t 
seem so cool, allowing Rome’s 
grand inquisitors to torque up the 
derogation this Mother’s Day of 
the American sisters who have 
mothered so many - even as 
an endless parade of ghoulish 
priests were shielded as they de¬ 
filed vulnerable kids in their care. 
Pope Benedict XVI’s Vatican 
was determined to rein in Ameri¬ 
can nuns inspired by Vatican II, 
accusing them of pushing “radi¬ 
cal feminist themes” and caring 
for the sick instead of parroting 
church teaching opposing con¬ 
traception, gay relationships and 
the ordination of women. 
Although some conservative 
American bishops have politi¬ 
cized the abortion issue, punish¬ 
ing liberal pols who were pro- 
choice, they were furious that 
some uppity nuns supported the 
president’s health care plan, in¬ 
cluding his compromise on con¬ 
traception for religious hospitals. 
On Monday, we learned that 
German Cardinal Gerhard 
Muller, the Vatican orthodoxy 
watchdog, upbraided the of¬ 
ficers of the largest group of 
American nuns, the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious, 
which has been investigated 
and reprimanded by Rome. He 


objected to their plan to honor 
Sister Elizabeth Johnson, a Ford- 
ham theology professor who has 
written that women are uncom¬ 
fortable with “the dominant im¬ 
ages of God as father, lord, and 
king” and would prefer “non-au¬ 
thoritarian” female language for 
God. 

Last year Francis said he would 
let the Vatican’s coercive reform 
of the nuns’ group continue. And 
this past week, he was silent after 
Muller’s mauling of the nuns. 

The odd thing, as his biographer 
Paul Vallely told me, is, “He basi¬ 
cally agrees with the nuns.” 

The new pope’s focus on the 
poor and social justice, his “Who 
am I to judge?” cri de coeur on 
gays, his critique that the church 
has become too “obsessed” with 
abortion, gay marriage and con¬ 
traception - all these shocking 
and refreshing moves echo the 
gospel-infused spirit for which the 
nuns are being punished. 

“This latest slapdown raises a 
big question about Pope Fran¬ 
cis’ character,” said Kenneth 
Briggs, the author of “Double 
Crossed: Uncovering the Catho¬ 
lic Church’s Betrayal of American 
Nuns.” “Is he content projecting 
a Mr. Nice Guy image while giv¬ 
ing the green light to the Vatican 
big boys to pursue a hard line? Is 
he the butterfly who delights ev¬ 
erybody, or is he also the strong 
arm?” 

Although the 77-year-old pope 
has said that women could gain 
greater power in the church, oth¬ 
er comments have been typical¬ 
ly atavistic. While praising women 
for their “sensitivity,” “intuition” 
and mothering skills, he said flatly 
that women’s ordination to the 
priesthood “is not a question 
open to discussion.” 

The pope has admitted that as 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, head of 
the Jesuits in Argentina, he did 
not do enough to fight the Dirty 
War. Bergoglio helped some 
people privately but did not 
come to grips publicly with the 
murderous junta. 

“It was a sin of omission,” Briggs 
said. “He apparently didn’t have 
the gumption to go to that next 
step. It parallels what has hap¬ 


pened with the nuns.” 

Two of his priests, vocal advo¬ 
cates of the poor who worked 
in the slums, were captured and 
viciously tortured by the junta. 
One wrote a book claiming that 
Bergoglio had informed on them 
to the military, a claim the pope 
denies. 

In his book “Pope Francis: Untying 
the Knots,” Vallely writes that Ber¬ 
goglio later realized he “should 
have seen the danger in which 
he was placing his two priests” 
and “has been trying to atone for 
his behavior ever since.” 

In Rolling Stone, Mark Binelli said 
that Pope Francis’s charm masks 
“authoritarian steel.” 

Vallely told me that the pope is 
“intent on sending ambiguous 
signals in certain areas.” 

He did not contradict Muller “be¬ 
cause that would be sending out 
a liberal message rather than an 
inclusive message,” the biogra¬ 
pher said. But in June, the pope 
reportedly told a group of nuns 
and priests from Latin America 
not to worry if they heard from 
the orthodoxy enforcers because 
“this will pass!” 

Vallely said the pope was allow¬ 
ing the liberal German Cardinal 
Walter Kasper to make speeches 
on changing the rules to allow 
divorced Catholics to take Com¬ 
munion at the same time he’s al¬ 
lowing conservatives to oppose 
the same thing. He chose a liber¬ 
al pope for sainthood to balance 
the conservative, pedophile¬ 
shielding pope. 

“The thing he really hates is the 
way the papacy used to work 
like a medieval monarchy,” Val¬ 
lely said. “He wants the church 
to reach decisions slowly, by 
conversations within the church. 
He wants to hear all the different 
voices. He’s letting a thousand 
flowers bloom.” 

Or not. Women, gays and dis¬ 
sident Catholics who had fresh 
hope are going to have to face 
the reality that while this pope is 
a huge improvement on the last, 
the intolerance is still there. 

We are still going to be discrimi¬ 
nated against, but with a smile 
instead of a frown. 

Maybe a frown is more honest. □ 
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WHAT’S COOKING _ Mgjjgj 

The Sizzle Sells the Cast-Iron Steak 


JULIA MOSKIN 
© 2014 New York Times 

First, meat started showing 
up on every list of foods to 
avoid, whether for reasons of 
health, ethics, economics or 
ecology. 

Then, the grill jockeys 
who blossom in American 
backyards in the springtime 
made steak seem impossible 
in an ordinary kitchen; at a 
minimum, hot and medium- 
hot cooking areas, a dry 
rub and a spray bottle were 
required. So I never slowed 
to ogle the steak case until 
I started cooking for a fish- 
phobic family. The meat 
aisle seemed to narrow 
daily. Chicken gets boring 
quickly; pork is dry; ground 
beef grows depressing; veal 
is for the 1 percent. 

I started tinkering with steak 
on the stovetop. I had a cast- 
iron skillet and a memory of 
my mother sprinkling coarse 
salt into the pan, rather 
than on the meat. I’d heard 
rumors of a new method, a 
departure from the received 
wisdom that said to put the 
steak in the pan and leave 
it alone. After some grisly 
catastrophes, trying out 
different cuts, seasonings 
and heat levels, I had a rock- 
solid new system. 

It turns out that you truly don’t 
need a grill to cook a great 
steak: savory, salty, encased 
in a barklike crust. You don’t 
need to marinate or dry-rub. 
You don’t have to know 
your way around a beef-cut 
chart - with its bewildering 
eyes, rounds, chucks and 
clods - to buy a good one. 
And at dinner time, laying 
a few slices of steak next to 
the whole grains, the roasted 
vegetables and the leafy 
greens that (usually) fill most 
of our plates is an excellent 
strategy. 

The preparations are simple. 
Buy from a butcher, or 
directly from a producer, 
whose meat comes from 
cattle raised in a way that 
you feel comfortable with. 
Choose boneless cuts that 
are thinner (at one inch thick, 
they cook through evenly on 
top of the stove), dry them 
well (to maximize crust) then 
sear them in an insanely hot 
pan. Salt the pan instead 
of the meat, and turn over 
the steak every 30 seconds 
or so after the first minute of 
cooking. 

If you don’t have a cast- 
iron skillet, now is the time: 
nothing that gets as hot is 
also nonstick, and nothing 
else that is nonstick gets as 
hot. 

There is a long list of cuts that 
do just fine on the stovetop. 


Boneless New York or Kansas 
City strip, flat iron, chuck- 
eye and boneless rib-eye 
are fine-grained and tender. 
Outliers with long muscle 
fibers - cuts like skirt, flank and 
hanger - are less expensive 
and more flavorful. They are 
naturally chewy but can be 
tender when cooked rare 
and sliced across the grain. 
LaFrieda’s favorite cut for 
home cooking, and now 
mine, is the “outside” skirt, 
a cut that’s thicker than the 
fiat “inside” skirt. “I wouldn’t 
want to call it ‘livery,’” 
he said. “From me that’s 
a compliment, but some 


people want their meat very 
mild.” 

For stronger-tasting cuts, a 
wedge of lemon alongside 
the steak can do wonders. 
“It won’t do a lot for filet 
mignon,” the chef Michael 
Psilakis said. “But for anything 
well marbled, anything with 
some age on it, the acid in 
the lemon juice just brightens 
up the taste.” Around the 
Mediterranean, meat is 
rarely served without lemon. 
After you have bought 
your steaks, keep them 
refrigerated until 30 minutes 
to an hour before cooking. 
(When they hit the pan, they 
should be cool, not cold.) 
Pat them dry with paper 
towels, then set aside on 


more paper towels, turning 
occasionally. Do not worry 
about “losing” the juices; a 
dry surface helps build that 
strong crust. 

Fifteen minutes before 
dinner, turn the heat on high 
under your skillet and sprinkle 
its surface with salt. Do not oil 
the pan. When you think it’s 
hot, let it heat some more. 
If it’s not smoking, it’s not 
ready. 

When the heat and 
the suspense become 
unbearable, lay your steak in 
the pan and prepare to flip. 
As you flip, move it around 
in the pan so it absorbs the 


salt. If you like black pepper 
(I do), add it only when the 
steak is almost cooked. It 
burns easily. 

The total cooking time for a 
one-inch-thick steak is four 
to five minutes. The most 
accurate way to test it is with 
an instant-read thermometer. 
Insert it into the side of the 
steak, not through the top. 
The temperature will rise 
significantly after cooking, 
so 120 to 125 degrees is 
the range for medium-rare 
meat. For those who don’t 
want to fiddle around with 
microtechnology when 
getting dinner on the table, 
fingers provide the best 
intel. The feel of a rare steak 
quickly becomes different 


from that of a medium-rare 
one. 

And if all else fails, remember 
this: “You’re not cooking in 
a restaurant,” Schatz said. 
“You can always just cut the 
thing in half and see what’s 
going on.” 

CAST-IRON STEAK 

Time: About 1 hour 

Yield: 4 to 6 servings, with 

leftovers 

Coarse salt, such as kosher 
salt or Maldon sea salt 
1 or 2 boneless beef steaks, 
1 inch thick (about 2 pounds 
total), such as strip, rib-eye, 
fiat iron, chuck-eye, hanger 


or skirt (preferably “outside” 
skirt) 

Black pepper (optional) 

1. Remove packaging and 
pat meat dry with paper 
towels. Line a plate with 
paper towels, place meat 
on top and set aside to dry 
further and come to cool 
room temperature (30 to 60 
minutes, depending on the 
weather). Turn occasionally; 
replace paper towels as 
needed. 

2. Place a heavy skillet, 
preferably cast-iron, on the 
stove and sprinkle lightly 
but evenly with about 1/4 
teaspoon salt. Turn heat to 
high under pan. Pat both 
sides of steak dry again. 

3. When pan is smoking hot. 


5 to 8 minutes, pat steak dry 
again and place in pan. (If 
using two steaks, cook in two 
batches.) 

4. Let steak sizzle for 1 minute, 
then use tongs to flip it over, 
moving raw side of steak 
around in pan so both sides 
are salted. Press down gently 
to ensure even contact 
between steak and pan. 
Keep cooking over very high 
heat, flipping steak every 
30 seconds. After it’s been 
turned a few times, sprinkle 
in two pinches salt. If using 
pepper, add it now. 

5. When steak has contracted 
in size and developed a dark- 


brown crust, about 4 minutes 
total, check for doneness. 
To the touch, meat should 
feel softly springy but not 
squishy. If using an instant- 
read thermometer, insert 
into side of steak. For 
medium-rare meat, 120 to 
125 degrees is ideal: Steak 
will continue cooking after 
being removed from heat. 

6. Remove steak to a cutting 
board and tent lightly with 
foil. Let rest 5 minutes. 

7. Serve in pieces or thickly 
slice on the diagonal, cutting 
away from your body and 
with the top edge of the knife 
leaning toward your body. If 
cooking skirt or hanger steak, 
make sure to slice across the 
grain of the meat.Q 



The final product, which should have a delicious crust with a juicy and pink interior, in New York, May 8, 2014. You truly don’t need 
a grill to cook a great steak: savory, salty, encased in a bark-like crust, and you don’t need to marinate or dry-rub, or know your 
way around a beef cut chart to buy a good one. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 










